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CONVENTIONAL BAN TALK 

While the Republicans held their 
national convention in Dallas this Au- 
gust, another convention of a rather 
different sort was taking place in Las 
Vegas: The NWA convention. 

Each year, the NWA convention 
brings together promoters, wrestlers, 
and top journalists from across the 
country and around the world. Sever- 
al days of meetings deal with all top- 
ics affecting professional wrestling 
today. 

Senior Editor Bill Apter, represent- 
ing Wrestling 84 and Pro Wrestling 
Mlustrated, was there in а dual role: 
He was reporting on the convention 
for the magazines, and he was one of 
the featured speakers. 
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Bob Geigel was elected to his fourth tem as 
National Wresting Aliance president at the NWA 
convention in Las Vegas. 


"One of the most interesting topics 
of conversation around the conven- 
tion was the once-proposed ban on 
The Road Waniors," Apter reported. 
The Fall 1984 issue of Wrestling 84 
included a cover story on ће at- 
tempted ban of the Warriors by the 
NWA, and on Precious Paul Eler- 
ing's reaction to the attempt. The sto- 
1y asked readers to voice their opin- 
ions in a poll the results of which 
con be found in this issue's “You De- 
cide" column. 

“In all my years of wrestling re- 
porting,” Apter continued, “T have 
never seen a furor surrounding any 
issue аз has sumounded the pro- 
posed NWA ben on the Warriors. 
During the open meeting at the con- 


vention [the convention consists pri- 
marily of meetings among NWA offi- 
cials, which are closed to the press], 
I confronted NWA President Bob 
Geigel with the question of the po- 
tential ban. Geigel replied that he 
had no comment, and that the issue 
was being dropped from any further 
discussion. Geigel pointed out that 
the question of whether or not to ban 
the Warriors was no longer being 
debated—Hawk and Animal had 
since left the NWA in favor of com- 
peting in the AWA area.” 

In a related development, there 
was a special meeting scheduled for 
the day after the NWA convention 
open meeting: a meeting to vote on 
the обсе of NWA president. In a 
voice consent vote, Bob Geigel was 
reelected NWA president by a wide 
margin. 


FORTI, CLASS ISIN AGAIN 

It seems that everywhere Mr. 
Wrestling П goes these days, he 
takes on a young protege who can 
benefit from his years of experience 
in the ring. 

When Wrestling II went to the 
Mid South area, he became Magnum 
TAs coach and adviser. That rela- 
tionship ended tragically with II and 
ТА. becoming bitter enemies and II 
later trying to convince people that 
he had tumed on Т.А. simply to get 
him angry enough to win the North 
American title 

Now Wrestling П is in the South- 
east area, and he has a new protege 
who he is calling simply Mr. Wres- 
ting L The two men have become 
an exciting new tag team (though not 
very popular) as they've battled the 
combination of Bob and Steve Arm- 
strong throughout the Southeast. 

“I enjoy the role of the teacher,” 
Wrestling П recently told Wrestling 
64. “Туе been in this sport for a 
good, long time, and I want to be 
able to pass my own knowledge 
down to young, deserving wrestlers. 
Ней, if I knew—back when I was 24 
years old—even half of what I know 
now, I'd have won the World tide a 
long time ago. 

"TIL tell you something, though,” П 
continued, "the toughest part of be- 
ing a teacher is finding the right stu- 


Ме. Wrosting IL who recently captured the 
Southeast Continental tie, is training а young 
Wrestler called Mr. Wresting 1 


dent. Magnum Т.А. was a good stu- 
dent and a good kid. What I did for 
him—at my own expense—I wouldn't 
have done for anyone else, The man 
Tve got now is also a very willing 
student, and a hell of a fine wrestler. 
And he keeps getting better every 
day.” 

And while Wrestling II is spending 
time working with his protege, he's 
certainly not neglecting his singles 
wrestling: He recently defeated Ron 
Fuller for the Southeast Continental 
heavyweight title. 


DUSTY RHODES IS TCB! 

Dressed in a leather jacket with a 
leather cap and a glove on one hand, 
Dusty Rhodes enters the ring to the 
deafening cheers of a packed arena. 
He thrusts an upraised fist into the 
air, removes his jacket, and gets set 
for the opening bell. Action is only 
seconds away, and another victory 
will soon be notched by "The Ameri- 
can Dream.” 

Dusty Rhodes’ Takin’ Care of Busi- 
ness (TCB) Tour continues to go 
strong! 

“This here tour, daddy, you see, is 
somethin’ that I feel so very strongly 
about,” Dusty told Wrestling 84 
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“When the Big Dust is TCB, then you 
got to know that the fans are not far 
behind. Because I been dancin’ and 
prancin’ and takin’ a chance in the 
greatest arenas in the county.” 

Dusty's modesty is impressive. He 
may say that he's been taking 
Chances on this tour, but the ones 
who are really taking chances are 
ihe men who have been signing to 
wrestle The Dream. Such wrestlers 
as Kevin Sullivan, The Assassins, 
Black Bart, Ron Bass, Wahoo McDan- 
jel, Superstar Billy Graham, and oth- 
ers have felt the sting of the TCB 
Тош 34. 

“This here tour, you see, has got to 
do with unity,” Dusty said, “with to- 
gethemess, with American patrio- 
tism. That's right, I be takin’ care of 
business, but I'm doin’ it with the 
help of the fans, you see, with the 
spirit of unity behind the spirit of The 
American Dream. 

"Ard this here glove is a represen- 
tation of that unity," Dusty continued. 
"You may remember, back in the 
1968 Olympics, there were two men. 
Two black men—John Carlos and 
Tommie Smith—who stood on the 
podium in front of the world and 
raised their clenched fists in a show 


Dusty Rhodes, on his TCB Tour, wears the sym- 
bol of unity on his left hand and соска his right 
hand, the symbol of might. 


of unity. The worid was shocked that 
day, but the message of unity shone 
through, and that's the same mes- 
sage I'm bringing to the world on 
the TCB Tour, daddy. 

“This here glove on my hand, this 
glove was given to me by my close 
fiend The Midnight Rider" Dusty 
said, “and it is my symbol of unity 
and togethemess for 1984 and ever- 
more! We're doin’ it daddy, me and 
the fans, and it's happening like it 
never has before. TCB Tour '84—be- 
lieve in it” 


RANDOM NOTES 
Congratulations are extended 10 
Shohei "Giant" Baba who regained 
the Pacific Wrestling Federation 
heavyweight tile from Stan Hansen 
on July 31 in Tokyo, Japan ... The 
Fabulous Moolah has fled a protest 
with the WWF regarding Wendi 
Richter’s July 23 World Women's 
heavyweight tile victory in New 
York's Madison Square Garden. 
Moolah, following the advice of her 
lawyers, refuses to discuss details of 
the protest ... The Masked Grap- 
plers defeated The Uptown Boys, 
Marty Jannetty and Tommy Rogers, 
for the Central States tag team title 
Steve Keirn is still suffering from 
the painful effects of a piledriver at 
the hands of Mr. Saito and Nick 
Bockwinkel, who, along with Bobby 
Heenan, attacked Keim and Stan 
Lane during the taping of a television 
interview: Lane needed several 
‘stitches in his head when Heenan hit 
lim with Saito's samurai warrior 
headdress The National Health 
Studio is a new gym in Texas run by 
former NWA World champion Kerry 
Von Erich Capt. Lou Albano is 
managing Ken Patera along with 
Greg Valentine in the WWF, but the 
Captain stresses that he is only the 
spokesman and adviser—not the 
manager—of The Moondogs 
Brickhouse Brown is wrestling in the 
Mid-South area ... Dr. Ken Ramey 
is managing Golden Boy and Rip 
Tyler, also known as The Hollywood 
Blonds, in the Georgia area. These 
are not to be confused with The Hol- 
lywood Blonds, Ken Timbs and 
Dusty Woods, who are managed by 
Sir Oliver Humperdink in the Florida 
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Brute Bemard (let) who teamed with Skull Mur- 
phy in the "SOs and '60s, died recently after 
accidentally shooting himsell 


area ... J.J. Dillon is managing The 
Texas Long Riders, Ron Bass and 
Black Bart, in the Mid-Atlantic. Dillon 
is also negotiating to bring The 
Zambuie Express to that area . . . Jer- 
ry Lawler was not pleased when 
Rick Rude, at the insistence of his 
manager, Jimmy Hart, took a base- 
ball bat and destroyed Lawler's 1984 
Lincoln Continental; King Kong 
Bundy drove the getaway car for 
Rude and Hart... Sheik Abdullah 
the Great has posted a $25,000 re- 
ward for any man able to put Harley 
Race out of wrestling ... Wrestling 
great Brute Bernard, who rose to in- 
ternational fame in the 1950s and 80s 
in both singles matches and tag team 
matches with parmer Skull Murphy, 
died of an accidental gunshot wound 
at his North Carolina home on July 14 
when the pistol that he was cleaning 
accidentally fired. 


THE LAST WORD 
Gorilla Monsoon, commentating for 
а recently televised card of WWF 
wrestling in Madison Square Garden, 
describing Capt. Lou Albano: “There 
he is folks, the fountain of misinfor- 
mation! A walking advertisement for 
birth control!” р 


IN THIS CORNER 


THE ABCs OF 
Q&A 


AST ISSUE, Associate 

Editor Joseph Bua used 
this column for “writing 
about writing.” This time 
around, you might say that 
this column deals with “writ- 
ing about talking.” Specifi- 
cally, I want to say a few 
things about the process of 
conducting an interview. 

I's hard to believe that 
the idea for this magazine 
first came about more than 
two years ago, and that this. 
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issue marks the ih isse of Gag Рамз соми з geston a mower een et 
Sawyer during з “Pro Wresting Позов Press Confeenca” aedon me, much of my research 
Wort Cramplonsip Wresting lat yet 


the magazine “ог today's 
wrestling fan.” 


what that person has said in 
the  past-perhaps com- 
ments in other articles will 
suggest questions you might 
want to ask in your 
interview. 

In my particular case, re- 
search is being conducted 
every day. As a writer not 
only for Wrestling 84, but for 
a family of 10 wrestling mag- 
azines, my day is filled with 
interviews, news, and con- 
tinuing updates on the wres- 
ting scene. Fortunately for 
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has already been done 


Over the course of these five issues—one issue of 
Wrestling 83 and four issues of Wrestling 84—1 have had 
the pleasure of conducting three of the five interviews 
published in this magazine, In the Spring 1984 Wrestling 
81 interviewed Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka. Last issue 1 
spoke with Tommy Rich, and this issue contains my 
somewhat bizarre discussion with Kevin Sullivan. 

In our last issue, Joe Bua wrote about what it takes to 
become a wrestling joumalist He stressed that if you 
want to be a writer, you've got to write about anything 
and everything that strikes you as interesting. He also 
pointed out that good writers also read a lot as well, and 
Teading also improves one's writing. 

To those two skils—writing and reading—I would add 
а third if one wishes to become not only a wrestling 
journalist, but a joumalist of any type: interviewing. 

The interview process is as important as any other in 
joumalism, for it is through interviews that the writer 
gleans most of his information, both factual and emotion- 
al: The person you interview may be able to provide you 
with dates and places and factual information, but his or 
her tone of voice will provide you with clues to that 
person's emotions and feelings. 

But in order to conduct a good interview, the inter- 
viewer must do a lot of homework. 

First and foremost, you must know as much as you 
possibly can about the individual you are interviewing. 
What are that person's professional achievements? 
‘Where did the person grow up, and how did that affect 
what the person is doing today? What has the person 
said about himself in the past? 

This involves research. Read what other people have 
written about the person you are interviewing. Find out 


when 1 am called upon to conduct an interview. 

But that doesn't mean that the interview is going to be 
a breeze. There is stil a great deal of preparation to Бе 
done. Before conducting an interview, I prepare a list of 
questions to be asked covering a variety of subjects 
about the person I'm interviewing. This takes a great deal 
of time, but the results are worth the extra work. 

When you finally get to the point where you're speak- 
ing to your interview subject, have that list of questions 
with you, and make sure that during the course of the 
interview you cover all the material you intended to cov- 
er. But don't close your mind to follow-up questions: The 
person's answers to your questions might suggest further 
questions. Ask them. You'll discover that they lead to 
even more interesting replies. And if those replies sug- 
gest even more questions, ask those as welll 

It may sound simple, but interviewing skills are not 
easy to master. I have spoken to hundreds of wrestlers in 
the past three years, and there are times when I will 
come back to the office, transcribe the interview, and 
realize that I forgot to ask a question here, or that I 
should have asked a follow-up question there. But the 
point is that if you keep speaking to people, you keep 
getting better at drawing out interesting answers, interest- 
ing information, and producing a question-and-answer in- 
terview that will in tum be interesting for the reader. 

And to have that reader finish an article or an interview 
and say “that was interesting” or "I leamed something 
new fom that article” or “gee, that person being inter- 
viewed sounds pretty interesting”— that's the greatest 
satisfaction a writer can have. o 


Craig Peters is Managing Editor of this magazine 


MANAGER’S FORUM 


N OLD YUGOSLAV proverb 

reads, "Man is harder than rock 
and more fragile than an egg." I am 
certain that the man who first said 
that was a wrestling manager. 

One must understand that the 
same personality waits that make a 
man a great athlete, especially in an 
individual sporting event like profes- 
sional wrestling, also make him sus- 
ceptible to the most tender of egos. 

Their desire—no, I would say their 
need—to succeed is overwhelming. ¢_ 
15 an all-consuming passion that 

takes priority over all other areas of 
their lives, including home and fam- 
Шу, finances, daytoday decision- 
making, and many other things that 
the layman takes care of without a 
second thought. 

Some professional wrestlers, the 
successful ones, that is, can focus all 
their attention toward winning matches. They have no 
time for the trivialities of every day existence. They have 
unnelvision, not in the opthalmic sense, but in the sense 
that they focus all their energies toward one goal, that 
goal being to become the greatest wrestler in ће world, 
а world champion. 

Thad a very successful career as a professional wres- 
Чет. I held a number of regional tiles during my years in 
the ring. But I never reached the pinnacle in this sport, 
the NWA World heavyweight title. 

1 was obviously talented enough. There were times 
when I defended titles without even breaking a sweat. 
Ive always been a renaissance man, however, never 
being able to focus on just one thing. Imagine, if you will, 
what degree of success I would have had if I could have 
focused all of my energies on wrestling. That would have 
been an impossibility for me, however. Even as a child, I 
was curious about everything, why the sun rose in the 
east and set in the west, why there was fuzz on peaches 
and not on pears, things like that. 

While the rest of the boys on our high school and 
college sports teams were partying, I was leaming how I 
could use my mind to improve my athletic performance. 
In fact, I found this, and not the physical taining, more 
fascinating. With much less effort, I was outperforming 
my cohorts on the playing field. They couldn't imagine 
why. I knew why. 

also took a great interest in finance and economics. I 
began to dabble in the stock market while stil in college, 
using the money I earned at a parttime job. I was the 


ion in one area. 


44, Dillon, voted Manager of the Year in 1982 
and 1983, admits that he cannot focus his atten- 


J.J. DILLON: 
A RENAISSANCE MAN 


‘only person on campus to own his 
own Porsche, It was then that I 
leamed to enjoy the good life: fine 
wines, fast cars, good food, luxurious 
living. 

While 1 was still active as a pro 
wrestler, I began advising other 
wrestlers. Soon, I was advising more 
than actually wrestling, and one day 1 
realized that I had absolutely no 
commitments to wrestle in the future. 
All the contracts that had passed un- 
der my nose were for the men I was 
advising. It was that day that I began 
to manage fulltime, a choice I have 
never regretted, for managing pro- 
vides me with challenges that ШШ 
my many needs. 

Take this morning, for instance. I 
woke up and called the gym to 
make sure that Ron Bass and Black 
Bart were there working ош. They 
were, of course. Then, I walked into the dining room, 
where my Wall Street Journal and a cup of coffee were 
waiting: I checked a couple of stocks that Гуе been 
watching, although I can get up-to-the-minute reports on 
my very own ticker tape. 

After my coffee, orange juice, a croissant, more coffee, 
and a combination vitamin-and-minerals supplement that I 
developed with a nutritionist, I was back on the phone, 
this time with promoter Jim Crockett. Promoters are in 
the business of making money and providing the fans 
with what they think are the best matches, But not at my 
expense. There's no reason for Bass and Bart, whom I've 
named the “Texas Long Riders,” to be wrestling in pre- 
liminary matches against Bob Flurp and Ed Clurp. Bass 
and Bart are going to be the NWA World tag team 
Champs. Their talent demands the spotlight They de- 
serve the main events, and the main event purses, of 
which I get my percentage, naturally. 

After advisory sessions with a sports psychologist and a 
chiropractor (chiropractic medicine is a field that you will 
see having a major impact on sports in the very near 
future), I came back to the house. I have almost finished 
writing this piece, and it is 11:30 am. Il spend lunch 
with Bass and Вап, discussing tag team suategy and 
viewing tapes of the top NWA tag teams. 

Someone famous once said, “The difference between 
a jack ofalltrades and a renaissance man is that a jack-of- 
allttades is a master of none, and a renaissance man is a 
master of all" 

Who said that? James J. Dillon did. a 
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CROSSFIRE 


DAN SHOCKET: We're siting here 
with King Kong Bundy, a man who's 
dad a tumultuous year, to say the 
least Would you agree with that? 
KING KONG BUNDY: Yeah, it's 
been a killer. But I know what I 
want now. 

BILL APTER: You also thought you 
knew what you wanted when the 
fans were cheering your victories. 
KKB: No, I didn't. I was told that's 
what I should want by a lot of peo- 
ple not interested in me.. They 
played me for a sucker. They took 
advantage of a bad situation and 
made it worse for me. 

DS: Are you talking about the situa 
tion pitting you against Раш Ellering 
and The Road Warriors? 

KKB: You bet. Ellering said a truck- 
load of stupid things about me and I 
guess the people in Georgia got the 
idea I was some sort of a hero. I got 
a good laugh hearing those jerks 
cheering for me. 

BA: Many people thought you really 
enjoyed being cheered by the fans. 
In fact, you wrestled honorably and 
fairly. You made Georgia wrestling a 
better place for real athletes to prac- 
tice their craft. Didn't you enjoy the 
fans’ support? 

KKB: It doesn’t matter whether I'm 
cheered or booed. I'm still the same 
King Kong Bundy. I still do what I 
have to do to win. What did all this 
hero stuff get me except for a few 
beatings and meaningless victories. 
Now I have a manager with my 
best interests at heart, because 
when I make good so does he. He 
gets me the money and I get him 
the victories. It's just like being а 
bouncer in an Atlantic City night- 
club, but the pay is much better. 
When I was a bouncer, I got my 
money and threw out anybody the 
manager wanted out on his keester. 
Now my manager, Jimmy Hart, tells 


King Kong Bundy has made i clear that he is in 
this sport to make one person happy: King Kong 
Bundy. 

me who to beat and I do it. 

BA: Doesn't it matter how you do it? 
DS: You'll have to pardon Pollyanna 
Apter. He still applauds when Peter 
Pan asks us to clap to) save 
Tinkerbell’s Ше. 

BA: I don’t think it's especially child- 
ish to think it's wrong to sneak into a 
parking lot and smash up some- 
body's new Lincoln Continental. 
KKB: Hey, I wouldn't do anything 
like that. 

BA: You drove the getaway саг 
when Rick Rude bashed Jeny 
lawlers car. 

KKB: That Га do. The man wanted 
a ride. It seems to me it was a good 
idea to get out of that parking lot 
after what he did. Glad to oblige a 
friend. 

BA: Even if that friend is a vandal? 
KKB: If my friend feels he has an 
obligation to teach Jerry Lawler a 
lesson, then I have to go along with 
it, 

DS: What lesson were you trying to 
teach him? 

KKB: Don't leave his car in an un- 
attended parking lot [laughs]. 


KING KONG BUNDY 


Senior Editor Bill Apter is one of the most respected journalists is all of professional 
wrestling. Associate Editor Dan Shocket, who supports the views of the rulebreaking 
establishment, is one of the most despised. Each issue they'll grill another wrestler about 
hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


05: I'm sure you had a more serious 
reason than that. 
KKB: Inside the arena, where 
Lawler has the referees and com- 
missioners in his hip pocket, Lawler 
is almost impossible to get at, We 
just wanted to remind him that he 
isn't invulnerable, he can be hurt 
and hurt bad. We can hurt him out- 
side the arena and we can do it 
inside. 
BA: What's the difference between 
you and Rude as opposed to а cou- 
ple of thugs 
KKB: Maybe we are thugs. That 
should get Lawler real worried. 
DS: To change the subject, if Bill is 
finished with his namecalling, this 
year saw a great victory for you. 
You're Mid-Southem champion. Tell 
me which was sweeter, getting the 
title or defeating Tommy Rich to get 
it? 
KKB: Getting the title, Rich is insig- 
nificant. He's been a loser all his 
life. He manages to win a title here 
and there when the referees, under 
orders by the commissioners, make 
й happen. But even they can’t pro- 
tect him forever, so he loses it al- 
most in the next match. Beating 
Rich is no accomplishment. Every- 
one has done it. If I hadn't beaten 
him for the belt, the next guy would 
have. 
BA: I cant let that slander go 
unanswered. 
DS: I was afraid you couldn't. Get out 
the hip boots, here comes the 
manure. 
BA: Tommy Rich is not only one of 
the most popular wrestlers in the 
world, he's also one of the most ac- 
complished. His record of victories 
over top wrestlers is the equal of al- 
most any man in wrestling. 
KKB: His record of losses and inju- 
ries is even greater. 

(Continued on page 58) 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. As a service to our readers, Wrestling 84 invites 
you to clip this page, save it, and compare this issue’s “Scouting Report” with 
those of future featured wrestlers 


SPEED: When Abdullah the Butcher wrestles—and 
calling what Abdullah does in the ring “wrestling” is 
perhaps being overly generous—he tends to operate at 
One speed. His style in the ring is that of a methodical 
juggemaut He is constantly moving, though he never 
rushes. Nevertheless, Abdullah can strike quickly within 
а short range, and he often catches opponents c 
by surprise because of that fact. 


STRENGTH: Abdullah the Butcher is an extremely 
strong individual, capable of overpowering almost any- 
опе in the sport. To be caught in Abdullah's headlock is 
to leam the tue meaning of excruciating pain. Most of 
Abdullah's strength, however, is derived from his sheer 
БЫ 381 ротаба пабе tan from any анс Д 
lature he possesses. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: We are cerain that 
Abdullah the Butcher has a significant level of technical | 
knowledge; we've seen him use the Boston crab and the 

figure-four leglock on rare occasions. But most of Abdul- 
las offensive attack із based on two things: flying 
elbow smashes and headlocks. Abdullah may have 
technical knowledge, but he very seldom c+ 
applies it 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: While he is obviously 
not in great shape, he is able to use his great bulk to his 
advantage. Perhaps he doesn't have the body of a Kerry. 
Ven Erich, but don't forget that Abdullah has been a top. 
star for more than а decade. ЭШ, if he were in better 
Sea ee ES y 
might be even more successful. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Abdullah has competed in 
arenas all around the world. He has faced the top com- 
petition in the United States, Canada, Japan, Europe, 
Australia, Africa, and elsewhere. He has faced virtually 
every style of wrestling there is. Abdullah's ring intelli- 
gence is high—he always knows how to outsmart an 
росе апд ice kirn to Woody bis with ба gp 
foreign object he usually carries into the ring. 


OVERALL GRADE: To be fair, the above catego- 
Ties do not adequately cover the range and depth of 
Abdullah's talents as a human machine of pure destruc- 
tion. To do so would require categories such as "rule- 
breaking,” “foreign objects,” "violence and mayhem,” 
and “wound infliction” Nevertheless, “Scouting Re- 
Dost overall даде за tased on the оса п 
explored above. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


HULK 
HOGAN 


He had suffered the most crushing defeat of his career 
only days earlier. If he felt any sadness, it wasn't evident 
to the fans who watched him in the arena or via televi- 
sion across the county. “He's a changed man,” Bob 
Backlund said, trying to convince the fans that the 68", 
305-pound man standing to his right was not the same 
man who had left the WWF in 1981. 

Backlund had lost to The Iron Sheik on December 26, 
1983, ending a five-year, 10-month reign as WWF cham- 
pion. Many said that injuries Backlund suffered in an 
attack by the Sheik while he attempted to swing the 
Tranian's exercise clubs during a TV challenge were re- 
sponsible for his loss. These people pointed to the high 
Caliber of opposition Backlund had faced in those 70 
months as champion and said this one loss was a fake. 

The men he had defeated included former WWF 
champions Ivan Koloff and Superstar Billy Graham, and 
some of the top wrestlers in the world, including Jimmy 
“Superfly” Snuka, Sgt Slaughter, Ken Patera, John Studd, 
and the man who was standing to his right during the TV 
interview, Hulk Hogan, the Greek god who had been 


vs. BOB 
BACKLUND 


discovered playing volleyball on a beach in Venice, Cal 
omia, by Fred Blassie. 

Blessed with natural athletic ability, Hogan quickly be- 
came of of the top wrestlers in the world. And after 
leaving the WWF and Blassie in 1981, he traveled to the 
AWA, where he adopted a wrestling style that made him 
the Midwest's most popular wrestler. 

Hogan had returned to ће WWF, this time to wrestle 
alongside Backlund as a tag team. But bigger things were 

re for him. Hogan, without having wrestled a singles 
match in the WWF in three years, would be chosen as 
the injured Backlund’s replacement in a tide match with 
the new WWF champion, Iron Sheik. 

Hogan thrashed the Sheik, and a new WWF champion 
was crowned. Backlund never did get his deserved те- 
tum bout, and since the WWF usually doesn't match fan 
favorites in ttle bouts, it is doubtful that Backlund will 
ever face Hogan. For this special edition of “Head To 
Head,” Wrestling 84 has asked four former WWF cham- 
pions to discuss this dream matchup and choose a 
winner. 


There are a lot of things to consider 
here. Lets get the obvious things ош of 
the way. First of all, Bob could never 
get that chicken wing hold on Hogan- 
Hogan's shoulders and back are just 
100 wide So you take away Backlund's 
finishing hold right off the bar. 

Another thing is that Hagan was dis 
covered on the beach in California Bob 
was а collegiate wrestling champion. 
Obviously, Backlund knows more about 
wrestling than Hogan. Then again, Ho- 
gan is in incredible physical condition 
Ive never been in the gym with him, 

but Tve heard that his workouts are awesome. Both men have 
reat stamina 

So what would make the difference between these two great 
athletes? Well, the first thing is heart. There were a lot of times, 
when I was WWF champion, that I had used up all my strength. 
all my stamina, and the only thing that was keeping me going 
‘yas that I wanted to win so badly. When all else fais, you have to. 
fall back on the one thing that made you the champion in the frst 
place, that tremendous desire, 

1 think Backlund has more heart. From the time he was a linie 
lid, he worked toward one goal, and that was to be a champion. 
know in his heart Bob wants to be a champion again, and he'll 
do anything to get there. While Bob was winning amateur tides, 
Hogan was doing pushups on the beach and getting a tan. I don't 
ink Hogan has Backlund's desire. I say Backlund wins. 
dn two separate reigns, Bruno Sammartino held the WWF tide a 
(otal of 11 years. His seven-year, eight-month reign, from May 
17, 1963, to January 18, 1971, was the longest WWF reign ever. 


IVAN KOLOFF 
In my homeland, we have ће Soviet 
Spons Training Institute, where athletes 
and scientists sudy the human body 
and what it is capable of doing. We use 
the latest scientific equipment, and we 
apply our findings to athletic training. 

ICI was to take Hulk Hogan to the 
Institute, | am sure that the scientists 
would applaud. Hogan has created the 
perfect body for his style of wrestling. 
Hogan possesses a knowledge of the 
basic wrestling holds. He is not fancy. 
He does not use many fying maneu- 
vers, and he doesn't execute any holds 
that require him to be extremely fexible. He uses headlocks, the 
bearhug, armlocks, and leglocks, and he uses them well. He uses 
his strength to the highest effectiveness. 

His body is exactly what it should be for this type of wrestling 
He has been biessed by genetics, which are primarily responsi 
ble for his enormous size. He has bui muscle on top of his 
natural gifs, giving him his srength. 

1 have not ever wrestled Hogan, but I have wrested Bob 
Backlund. I have beaten him many times, although the referees 
‘each time cheated me out of victory. I have nothing good to say 
about Backlund. He is so typical of American wrestlers, He is 100 
‘small 10 compete successfully with giants lke Hogan. 

Hulk Hogan would simply roll over Backlund. He is one of the 
best of the American wrestlers. He could not defeat the best of 
the Soviet Union, of course, but he is good. 

Ivan Kolotf, WWF champion from January 18, 1971, until Febru- 
ary 8, 1971, currently holds the NWA World tag team champi- 
onship with Don Kernodle. 


SUPERSTAR BILLY GRAHAM. 

Before we go any further with this, it 
should be noted that the Superstar 
‘would beat either of these men if he 
‘was given the chance. And, I don’t like 
Backlund or Hogan, so I'm going to be 
completely impartial. I was the best 
man you could have picked for this job, 

Bobby Backlund cheated his way to 
the WWF title in 1978. He blocked the 
referee's vision so that he couldn't see 
that 1 had my foot on the rope in our 
title match, ТІ never forget that. I had 
always thought that Bobby Backlund 
was just a stupid kid. That day, I real- 
ied it was all а tick, a facade. Bobby Backlund is a lying, 
thieving litle weasel not worthy of a championship bel 

Hull Hogan is an incredible physical specimen. Look at those 
farms, look at that expanse of chest. Just his height makes him a 
tough opponent. There's no doubt that this man has spent long 
hours in the gym pumping iron. 

What has Backlund done? I saw him on TV a while back 
stepping up and down on a milk crate to show the fans what kind 
of an athlete he is. Okay, ГП give you the fact that he's in great 
cardiovascular condition, but that's not going to help you when 
you're getting hodyslammed from 68” plus by a guy with Ho- 
gan's power. 

Td pick Hogan over Backlund, easy. How is Backlund even 
going to get a headlock on Hogan, without bringing а ladder 
into the ring, that is. 

Superstar Billy Graham defeated Bruno Sammartino for the 
WWF title om April 30, 1977. He lost the title to Backlund om 
February 20, 1978. 


STAN STASIAK 

we spent these last couple of years 
as a TV commentator, so when I watch 
amy match these days, I tend to watch it 
with an extra critical eye. 

1 was champion of the WWF for 10 
days. Even in those 10 days, though, I 
Xnew it was one of the toughest jobs in 
wrestling. I can't imagine what it would 
be like to defend that title for almost sit 
years. You have to give Bob Backlund a 
Jot of credit 

Tve seen Hulk Hogan wrestle a lot on 
‘TV recently. When I was asked to be 
оп this panel, I taped а HoganPaul 
Odor match and watched it over and over again, tying to 
pick up litle things in both of their styles that might make а 
difference if they met. 

‘This is what I leamed about Hogan: First of all, he takes a lot of 
punishment during matches. He takes it, but he comes back time 
after time, and that's because of his great physical condition. 

In this match, and in a lot of other matches I can recall, Hogan. 
‘won the match when his opponent started getting careless, think- 
img less and using more legal tactics. I don't think Backlund 
mows what й is to be careless. He is the most precise wrestler 1 
have ever seen. 

‘Other things you have to remember about Backlund is that he's 
quicker than Hogan, which kind of offsets Hogan's size, And he's 
în great condition, too, He never tres. I have to pick the good 
litle guy over the good big guy. I go with Backlund 
Stan Stasiak held the WWF title from December 1 to December. 
10, 1973. He is currently a color commentator of televised Pacif- 
1с Northwest wrestling. 
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KEVIN SULLIVAN 


‘Kevin Sullivan was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and began wrestling at the age of 10. He wrestled on his high 
school team, and later on the collegiate level when he attended Boston University. During his eight years as an amateur 
wrestler, Sullivan won six YMCA regional titles. In college, Sullivan was Boston Schools Champion on two occasions. He 

graduated from B.U. in 1971 with a degree in business management. 

‘Sullivan tumed pro shortly after his graduation, and his vast amateur experience enabled him to quickly capture a se- 
Ties of regional titles: the Gulf Coast championship, the Southern tag team tite (with Len Rossì), and the Tennessee tag 
team title (with Whitey Cadwell). But it was Sulivan’s late-1971 arrival in Florida that brought him his first national acclaim. 
Upon his arrival in Florida, Sullivan began working out with Mike Graham. On January 2, 1972, the team of Sullivan and 

Graham captured the Florida tag team tite. Sullivan and Graham lost that title to The Samoans on June 1, 1973, when 

Eddie Graham substituted for his injured son and The Samoans viciously double-teamed Sullivan. 
Jn the years that followed, Sullivan devoted himself to gym training. By 1981, Sullivan was widely recognized as having 
‘one of the best physiques in all of professional wrestling. 
But 1981 was a dark turning point in Sullivan's career. No one knows exactly what happened, but as the year drew to 
an end, he experienced a marked deterioration in his physique. Sullivan's once-fabled musculature gave way to ever-in- 
creasing layers of flesh. He seemed to have other things on his mind besides working out in the gym. 
Then, the bombshell: Late in 1982, Sullivan informed the wrestling word that he had become a worshiper of Satan. 

Wrestling fans and pros alike recoiled in horror as Sullivan's activities, both in and out of the ring, became progressively 
more bizarre. Sullivan recruited various individuals for his satanic cult: First Jake Roberts, followed by The Purple Haze, 
Reverend Black, Molokai, and Kharma. Al various other times in the past year, Hacksaw Duggan, Buzz Sawyer, and Su- 


perstar Graham have ай fallen under Sullivan's spell. 


Sullivan's cult currently includes the following individuais: Angel Dust (now known as Fallen Angel), Lock, Aug, The 
Chairman of the Board, and a decidedly changed Mike Davis, who is now being called “Dusty Rhodes—The Amorican 


Wrestling 84's Craig Peters spoke with Sullivan following a recent card of wrestling in Tampa, Florida. 
"fe probably interviewed Sullivan more times since his conversion to Satan worship than any other journalist, 
said, "I suppose it was appropriate that this interview took place at about midnight. И seems that Sullivan gets stranger 
and weirder with each passing day. And while many fans may be disgusted by Sullivan's philosophies, they can't deny his 
success—Sulivan continues fo be the most dominant force on the Florida wrestling scene today." 


Dream” by Sullivan. 


Poters 


WRESTLING 84: | think the first thing 
we should talk about, Kevin, is this cur- 
rent situation with Mike Davis. Now here 
is a man who 

SULLIVAN: There is no Mike Davis, 
there is only The American Dream, 
Dusty Rhodes. The Dream lives in the 
power of the dark side that has given 
him body and breath and the key to 
Victory. | now control The American 
Dream. Dusty Rhodes has come to ac- 
cept the way of life that will provide him 
with victory and riches. 

WRESTLING 84: But the man that all 
the fans know as Dusty Rhodes .. 
SULLIVAN: Is the man that has come 
to accept the dark side. There was an- 
other, in the beforetime, who attempted 
to deceive the world by caling himself 
"Dusty Rhodes.” That man is, in reality, 
Virgil Filey Runnels, a man of litle skil 
and lesser physique. A man of impotent 
ower. A man who has mistakenly em- 
braved the false hopes and dreams of a 
false reality that can never have a basis 


in the world of tomorow. 
WRESTLING 84: So what you're saying 
is that there never was a Dusty 
Rhodes? 

SULLIVAN: There was only Virgi Riley 
Runnels, and an illusion, a corporeal mi- 
rage that deceived the wrestiing fans of 
the world. But now that illusion has be- 
come a reality, and Dusty Rhodes lives 
and breathes with the power of the dark 
side fueling his every move. The same 
power that enables me to maintain my 
Contro over Florida wresting and the 
future of wresting also will enable Dusty 
Rhodes to take the realty of himself 
today and eradicate the illusory sham of 
yesterday. The American Dream is 
dead. Long live The American Dream. 
WRESTLING 84: When you talk about 
the power of the dark side, you are 
referring to your involvement in devi 
worship. 

SULLIVAN: | am a Satanist, yes. 
WRESTLING 84: Why? At one point in 
your career you offered such promise to. 


the wrestling world. You had a physique 
that was second to none, and an ama- 
teur background that attested to your 
formidable skis in the ring ~.. 
SULLIVAN: All in the beforetime, 
WRESTLING 84: Now you paint your 
face, shave an "X" in the hair on your 
chest, allow snakes to slither all over 
your body when you enter the ring, and 
lead a group of individuals in Florida 
that could only be termed a cult. You 
are cfiticized and despised because of 
your beliefs, and you have become an 
‘outcast in the world of wresting. Why? 
Couldn't you have achieved success in 
wrestling by relying on your natural abili- 
ties instead of embracing supematural 
belets? 

SULLIVAN: | have discussed my philos- 
ophies often with you, and yet you con- 
tinue to refuse to accept that there is a 
‘greater realty here than you perceive. 
You lack an understanding of the es- 
sential limitations and imperfections in 
the illusions of everyday belief. Only by 
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achieving an understanding of the pow. "неген 64” was conducted with Kevin Sullivan at midnight, the hour when "The Prince of Darkness 


er and permanence, of the manifest 
destiny of the dark side, can you under- 
stand the reasoning of the embrace- 
ment thereof. | can simplify matters for 
you by quoting Johann Wolfgang Von 
Goethe, author of Faust, who wrote, 
"You have the devil underrated can- 
not yet persuaded be /A fellow who is ай 
behated/Must something be!” An outsid- 
er cannot be expected to understand 
why | do what | do, how I do what 1 do, 
ог how the power of darkness infuses 
me with the capabilties for victory 
WRESTLING 84: Why do you aways 
have to cloak your answers in double- 
talk and rhetoric? Why can't you explain 
yourself clearly and simply? 
SULLIVAN: | already speak in the sim- 
plest of possible terms. | explain myself 
as clearly as you and your readers are 
capable of understanding me. There is 
а certain level of complexity to my be- 
liefs that is irreducible. 

WRESTLING 84: Obviously that com- 
plexity is not lost on the members of 
your cult 

SULLIVAN: 1 do not accept the manner 
in which you use that word. Sticly 
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does his best thinking. Sullvan is joined above by Fallen Angel and one of his boa constrictors. 


speaking, 1 am involved in a cuh, for i 
you look to the dictionary you wil find 
that a cult is simply a system ol rel 
gious worship, a sense of devotion to 
any given thing. But your use of the 
word implies elements of brainwashing 
and mind control, aspects of my rela- 
tionship with my people that simply do 
not exist 

WRESTLING 84: What word would you 
use, then, if not cult 

SULLIVAN: | do not see ће need to 
label myself and my companions. If you 
feel compelled to apply a label to me 
and to those around me, cal us 
Aboghdadiens. 

WRESTLING 84: Abughdadiens? 
SULLIVAN: There is a sacred fount of 
knowledge within Abughdadien that sup- 
ports the reality of the dark side just as 
а spine supports an individual's body. I 
is Abughdadien who exists in the antag- 
nism of the confict of ight and dark, of 
white and black, of lesser and greater, 
of thesis and antithesis. 

WRESTLING 84: Abughdadien is your 
spiritual leader? 


‘SULLIVAN: Abughdadien is as a single 
talon in the left claw of Bael, the great- 
est king of below. Precisely 66 legions 
‘obey the commands oí Bael, and 
‘Abughdadien commands the sith of 
the 66. It is Abughdadien who provides 
me with the betel nut to chew. It is 
‘Abughdadien who proffers a glimpse of 
the reality that has come and that has 
already been assimilated into today's 
ever-changing timeset. In my consulta- 
fons with Abughdadien, and with the 
Oracles of Abughdadien in the Tem- 
ple of Abughdadien, | have come to 
know the power of the dark side and 
the serenity that comes with that power. 
WRESTLING 84: So you call yourselves 
Abughdadiens? 

SULLIVAN: Ме call ourselves 
practicioners of reality. We call our 
selves the bringers of the tomorrow. We 
call ourselves victors in every contest 
with which we become involved. If you 
choose to call us Abughdadiens, that is 
your term, not mine. 

WRESTLING 84: Now your... group of 
individuals, let's say, are comprised of 


yourself 
SULLIVAN: The power of Abughdadien 
is manifested through myself, Fallen An- 
gel, Lock, Aug, the Chairman of the 
Board, and Dusty Rhodes. 
WRESTLING 84: Mike Davis, 
SULLIVAN: The American Dream 
WRESTLING 84: Well, we discussed 
Mike .. ег, Dusty Rhodes earlier. Who 
are all these other individuals? Who is 
Fallen Angel? 

‘SULLIVAN: The identities of these indi- 
viduals, of Fallen Angel, Aug, Lock, and 
the Chairman of the Board, are as their 
names. No more and no less. They are 
my attendants, corporeal focal points for 
the wil of Abughdadien and the power 
of Satan, Together we form a network 
of impenetrabilty that the likes of mere 
mortals such as Virgil Riley Runnels or 
Blackjack Mulligan can never hope to 
subvert 

WRESTLING 84: Don't you ever worry 
that your beliefs in Satanism wil infu- 
ence impressionable young wresting 
fans? 

SULLIVAN: I have litte concem for the 
impressions that others receive. | am 
not about to alter my own personal phi 
losophies because there may be others 
Who cringe in the face of the truth that 
darkness has to offer. 

WRESTLING 84: But young fans who 
look to you and 

SULLIVAN: Young people in this world 
today are exposed to a great many be- 
liefs and ideologys. | am simply another 
type of belief that they are exposed to. | 
do not make any attempts to convert 
anyone, nor do | engage in any brain. 
washing techniques as some have sug 
gested. | simply believe what | believe, | 
act as | act, and | succeed like no other 
man in professional wrestling succeeds. 
Others view my success and make the 
wise decision of accompanying me on 
ту joumey through truth. Others feel 
they must erect a wall in the path of 
truth, and it is those people who are 
ultimately doomed in this world. | do not 
мапі 10 convert anyone. Those who 
соте in contact with the darkness and 
perceive the truth that exists, they are 
free to join. Those who do not perceive 
the truth will face the inevitable. 
WRESTLING 84: So you're claiming 
that all these people who have been 
associated with you have done so of 
their own volition? 

SULLIVAN: | claim nothing. | simply 
speak the truth 

WRESTLING 84: So how do you ex- 
plain the fact that prior to Mike Davis’ 
appearance as your so-called “Dusty 
Rhodes,” you were seen at ringside 
during many of his matches hypnolizing 


“It Was Like Something Had Taken Control Of Him!” 


9: 


Kevin Sulvan: early 1981 


‘Like anyone else who is riding high, 
who is enjoying a successful championship. 
title reign, | thought we were the best team 
in the sport. An unbeatable combination. 
Funny thing is, we were!” 

Those were the words of Mike Graham 
during a recent interview regarding his for- 
mer tag team partner and fiend, Kevin 
‘Sullivan. Graham and Sullivan heid the 
Florida tag team championship back in 
1972 and 1973—over a decade before Sul- 
"ivan became involved in Satanism. 

"Kevin was young and ambitious," Gra- 
ham said, “and so was I. We worked out in 
the gym together. Not only did we spar 
wih wresting moves, but we worked out 
on the weights. really wasn't into the 
weight training so much, but Kevin was. 
He really pushed me to work. By about 


1980 or so й had become something of an obsession with him 

Kevin's obsession soon pushed him far enough to be able to claim the best phy- 
ique in all of westling. His musculature was a remarkable sight. 

‘Everyone in Florida was proud of Kevin," Graham said. "We all ust kind of sat 
back in astonishment at what he had achieved with his physique. It was a great 
thing to watch: Kevin's physique, coupled with his amateur experience, plus his al 
ready considerable professional experience—the sky was the limit for him! 

And then everything just kind of fell apart" Graham continued. "Sometime in 


1981, Sullivan just 


1 don’t know, it was like something had taken control of him! 


He forgot about working out in the gym, he began to lose his physique, and then he 
disappeared for, what, | think it was about a month or so. 

"When he came back to Florida he was a completely changed man, He put a 
bounty out on Barry Windham, he started gaining a lot of weight, and he began 
panting his face. That's when he started talking all this Satanism nonsense 

"е really a shame. Kevin Sullvan could have had it all. He had the wrestling 
world in the palm of his hand at one time. Now all he's got is the hatred of millions 


‘of wrestling fans who despise his every move 


and at this point, | think he can't 


do anything to change himself. He's too far gone. He'll never be able to turn back 


him, placing him under some sort of a 
satanic spell? 

SULLIVAN: Any reasoning individual 
who studies the subject of hypnosis will 
realize that there is no such thing as 
hypnosis in the manner in which you 
speak. It simply does not exist. As | said 
earlier, | do not stive to dominate the 
wils of others, | do not engage in mind 
control, nor do | practice the art of brain 
washing. | do not throw toadstools and 
frogs’ legs into a boling cauldron 
Those are ignorant perceptions of a re- 
айу that does not exist 

WRESTLING 84: But what about your 
appearance at ringside during Davis’ 
matches? 

SULLIVAN: There is no Mike Davis. 
Your questions are beginning to tire me. 
This interview is over as far as | am 
concemed. 

WRESTLING 84: Wait 
question? 


one more 


—Craig Peters 


SULLIVAN: As you wish. Only one. 
WRESTLING 84: What are your plans 
for the immediate future? 

SULLIVAN: The future? | am the chron- 
idler of the future, the essence of a new 
realty that has yet to be, but which 
grows out of the alterations of today. 
The future is as pliable as clay, and 
Abughdadien is the sculptor of tomor- 
row. And when the ‘отопомите is 
nigh, | shall be atop the throne of reali 
ty, laughing at those who have been 
submerged by the undertow of the 
sweeping changes that are inevitable. 
Blackjack Mulligan will be swept away. 
Viral Filey Runnels will be swept away. 
Scott McGhee will be swept away. Billy 
Jack will be swept away. Mike Graham 
will be swept away. And in their place 
wil exist a new really, the reality of 
darkness and power. The reality of Bael 
and Abughdaden. The reality of Kevin 
Sulivan. a 
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‘Buddy Roberts (wearing headgear) and Terry 
Gordy try to restrain their Freebird partner, 
Michael Hayes. 
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The Fabulous Freebirds: 


IS MICHAEL HAYES 
READY TO FLY SOLO? 


The Fabulous Freebirds have long been one of wrestling's top 
tag teams. The acknowledged leader of The Freebirds, Michael 
Hayes, is currently pursuing a career in rock ’n’ roll. Will Hayes’ 
lust for heavy metal stardom destroy the wrestling careers of his 
Terry Gordy and Buddy Roberts? 


Freebird brothers, 


By Stephen Medwid 


AD IN A leather vest and leather 

pants, Freebird Michael Hay 
somewhere that lately has become as 
familar to him as the wrestling ring: the 
rock'n oll stage 

Hayes held a microphone in his left hand 
and snarled out the chorus of à heavy metal 
tune: 

Badstreet Atlanta G.A Baddest street in 
the whole US A. JBadstreet, nasty and 
ot/The further down the block you went, 
the badder it got 

‘The song was “Badstrext USA," a raw 
rock song that of late has become a favorite 
topic of conversation for Hayes. “Badstreet 
USA." written by Hayes and Jimmy Papa, 
а professional musician from Iring Texas, 
isthe subject of a rock video which, 
according to Hayes, is headed for airplay on 
MIV 

I spoke with Hayes recently during a 
rehearsal with his Fantasia Band in Ining. 

“Michael Hayes and the Fantasia Band; 
Hayes said with satisfaction. “Kind of has a 
nice ring to й, eh Steve? This is the band. 
that played on the sinde. Were breaking 
out on all kinds of charts. Our songs been 
played all over Texas and Georga. it's been 
featured on the top heavy metal radio shows 
in the country, and the video ought to be on. 
МТУ before you know it This is big 
brother, the biggest thing that The 
Freebirds have ever done. And its geting 


bigger every day—Freebird Fantasia is on 
the move!” 

But if Freebird Fantasia is on the move 
in the rock world, what does that say for 
Freebird Fantasia as far as the world of 
professional wrestling is concerned? 

After all, an individual only has a limited 
amount of time and a limited number of 
resources, Freebird Michael Hayes is no 
exception. 

IF Hayes is spending so much energy on 
making “Badstreet U.S.A." а success, won't 
this take away from the excellence of The 
Freebird as a tag team? Does Hayes’ 
involvement in music mean that his interest 
in wrestling is waning? And does the fact 
that Hayes is stepping into the rock ^n roll 
‘world mean that he's preparing tn step out 
оп his own asa Freebird? Will Hayes begin 
to grow so accustomed to the solo spotlight 
that hell tum his back on fellow Freebirds. 
Teny Gordy and Buddy Roberts? 

AI valid questions, and all important to 
an understanding of where Hayes career is 
headed. 

Tasked Hayes if he felt his involvement in 
rock'n roll is detracting from his career asa. 
professional wrestler. 

“No way, brother, notat all,” he said. “If 
anything its adding to my career as a 
wrestler. I get a feeling of raw energy flowing 
through me when I'm on the stage, and it's 
(Continued on page 54) 


IHE AUGUST SUN glared down 
ugly and mean in the summer sky. 


No one talked much. The “hot 
‘enough for you?" jokes had all been 


‘would own the house and didn't care. 


‘throughout 
Jong, hot day. To a man, they did the. 
best they could. That day, they would 
eam every cent they'd be paid. And at 
the end of the day, their bodies aching 
and weary, the permanent crew would. 
go o Sam's, a bar that didn't care how 
dirty you were as long as you didn't 


5 The parttime 


break too many gl 
crew, college athlet 


d say in. 
the summer, w 


that night. One 
he part 
16 years old and still in high s 
lied about his age to 
joined the pe 

Irs notthe kind of place you 
pectto find young Rick Мапе! 
was in training and didn't drink 
the perma: didn't rust him 
but they soor 


service 

Perhaps it's best to let Martel conti 
ue this story in his own words. Looking 
back on it today, he remembered that 
summer of years ago, “It had been a 
really rough day." he recalled. "The 
guys stayed in Sam'slonger than usual 
Then Charlie Vincent, a guy who 
looked like he hadn't had a br 


whole 80 years, a 
planned to do when 
didn't know that the n 
graduating from w 
him I was thinking of turning р 
ter. Charlie nodded slow 
fort of moving his head up an 
jas exhausting hi 
‘Then he spoke, sounding as ifthe 
effort wa 
‘that'll make yo 
That's great. Ша) 
the sun, and t 


graduated. He 
hing Га 


Tused to go 
ager. I saw guy 


‘That excited me, because I 
meant too had a chance at makin 

"The older 1 got, it b 
clear I'd be a working st 
be building houses for peo 
better than I ever will. Га pay 
be enter 
out of their way to tell me they were 
special, Every day of my workin 
get my nose rubbed in it that Til ne 
make it big. 

‘Pro wrest 
clothes and boa: 
rub my nose in it, 
don't go to matches 
make it imps 
could be s 
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Martei received many tite shots rom Nick Bockwinkel when Nick was AWA champion, and he has given 
‘ack several in retum. Martel armarags Bockwinkel 10 his back (above) and flattens him with a Iing 


good kid,’ he said. 
Ive ever been so fla 
‘And I bet you gota 
mebody big, And Tm 
el like a jerk. but I might 
what I started to say 
u get big, don't rub people's 
Remember whatit was like 
and fora lot of 
summer job. It's 


y union. Let my wife know you 


w hard she works at making 
Г 


okat me when he got 
d out of the bar proudly, 

id high and shoulders 
chair, closed 
g that moment, 
There were alot of 


| 
| 


good people who taught me how to 
wrestle. Charlie Vincent was ће man 
who taught me how to be champion. 
Rick was quiet for several moments 
after that. He had recounted this story 
during an interview that followed his 
recent victory over former AWA World 
champion Nick Bockwinkel. He'd been 
asked if now that he was AWA World 
champion he'd follow in the glittered 
footsteps of NWA World Champion Ric. 
Flair and WWF titleholder Hulk Hogan 
“Look, l'm not putting either of those 
guys down,” Rick continued after his 
| reflective silence. "Tm just saying its 
not forme, or Charlie Vincent. Every 
time I hear Flair tall about his expen- 
sive cars, fast life, or big money, [can 
see Charlie wince. Hogan's antics I'm 
sure hurt him just as much. Look, the 
crowd loves it when Hulk makes a big 
show about taking off his shirt and 
showing people how much bigger and 
more muscular he is than the rest of us. 
He'd be crazy to change and many 
people would be angry ithe did. I'm 
not telling anybody as successful as 
Flair or Hogan to change. But some: 
body has to care about the Charlie Vin- 
nis of this world and how they feel 
"So that's the kind of champion I 
want to be. I want people to know I 
know what it's like to work hard. I'm 
not ashamed to say I worked very hard 
at becoming champion. There were 
months when Thad to demand so much 
of myself о keep going; there were so 
many less painful ways to eam a living. 
Flair and Hogan make you think they 
were bom to be champions—and may- 
be they were. But if my championship 
i reign can stand for anything, I want it to 
be for all the people who aren't bom 
champions. I want them to know o 
| their own made it by working just as 
hard as they do, And I want them to feel 
they re able to share in my title, maybe 
make their lives a litle happier know: 
ing I'm one of them 
"When I first started wrestling, a 
manager who shall remain nameless of- 
fered to get me matches i I dressed in 
a tuxedo T-shirt, black tights, and was 
accompanied into the ring by а woman 
inan evening dress. He wanted me to 
call myself "The Aristocrat’ and prom- 
ised I'd be a big sensation. Now when 
you're starting out, matches are few 


of 


much money. The guy's offer was very 
attractive because I knew he was right: 
ItIagreed to be The Anstocrat, he 
could get me a slew of matches for. 
pretty good money. I almost took him 
up on his offer. Then I thought about 
‘what that would do to the Charlie Vin- 


ABLUE-COLLAR CHAMPION'S WORKING DAY 


In order to maintain his high level of professional excellence, Rick 
‘Martel maintains a strict regimen of diet and gym work. What follows 
is the typical schedule for Martel—an average day in the life of the 
AWA World heavyweight champion. 


145 a.m.: Martel likes to rise early and do some light warmup exercises 
before breakfast. “I don't like doing too much physical activity before 
Thave anything to eat,” Martel says. “It's like a car: You've gotto put 
fuel in before going anywhere, and I always eata well-balanced 
breakfast before I start working ош. But I do like to do some light 
warmups first, just to get the blood flowing after a night's sleep; a lite 
jogging, maybe, or a set or two of jumping jacks.” Martel's typical 
breakfast: steak and eggs, toast, milk, juice. 


8:30 a-m.: Serious training begins. “I have some weight machines in my 
поте, but usually Tlike to go to the gym where I can do a complete 
physical workout on the Nautilus and Universal equipment,” Martel 
says. "If do go to the gym, I have a program | follow that takes about 
three hours to complete, and it stretches just about every muscle in 
my body. I'm exhausted when it's through, but I feel great." 


12:00 noon: A light lunch after the moming workout. “Unless Г have 
‘somewhere to travel during the day, I work out in the afternoon, too- 
Sol don't want to load up in the middle of the day, it'll weigh me 
down for my altemoon session.” A typical lunch: salad, fruit, and a 
protein shake. 


12:30 p.m.: The aftemoon workout session, ideally lasting another three 
‘hours, concentrates on cardiovascular development. “Doing C-V 
training helps my endurance for a long match,” Martel notes, “Gener 
ally I'l jog, do some bicycle work, jump rope, or do calisthenics. 
They're all great for the C-V system." 


3:45 p.m.: The evening meal. “I don't like to wait until too late to eat, be- 
cause it might weigh me down fora match that evening,” Martel says. 
Бурса supper: steak, chicken, or fish, several vegetables, salad, 


6:30 p.m.: Arrival at the arena for that evening s match. "T like to get 
there early,” Martel says. “It gives me time to get psyched for my 
match, think about my strategies, and do some light workouts to keep 
my body loose. There's nothing worse than entering the ring stiff, after 
not working out at all—that's when the injuries happen." 


1:00 a.m.: A long day comes to an end. “When I lie down at night, I get 
this feeling in my body—mostly in my legs,” Martel says. “It's a feeling 
of fatigue, but it's a good feeling. It reminds me of how hard I worked 
through the day just past, and how I'm looking forward to another one 
like it tomorrow! —Jeff Ryan 


cents of this world and I tumed him 
down. It was real hard to do that then. 
butaccepting the offer would have 
been harder, 

"The night I won the title from Jumbo 
Tsunita, I remember looking out at the 
faces of the fans cheering for me. Imay 
be reading into it, but I think they look 
atme differently than they look at Flair 
or Hogan. Those guys are heroes, big- 
ger than life. When the fans cheer me, 
they're cheering one of their own, a 
guy who worked hard, got a few 
breaks, and made it It isn't my tide as 
muchas itis ourtitle. You can't say that 
about the NWA or WWF titles. I'm not 


making a value judgment, I'm just say- 
ing it's different. 

Rick got up and fetched a letter from 
his desk. It was written in a hand not ac- 
customed to writing letters. On top of 
the retum address was Charlie Vin- 
cent's name, 

After congratulating Rick on his title 
victory, the letter concluded, “Please 
tell me the next time you're wrestling 
within 100 miles of this place. For the 
frst time ina long time, I've gotto see a 
wrestiing match.” 

Tm keeping this letter," Rick said, 
justin case Lever forget why I won the 
title in the frst place. 
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JAKE 


ROBERTS: 


"ILL TEACH THE VON ERICHS 
THE MEANING OF WORLD CLASS!" 


Jake "Тһе Snake" Roberts is a relative newcomer to the Texas 
World Class wrestling area, but he's already established a 
reputation there that has not exactly endeared him to the fans. 


Always cocky, always smug, Roberts' aim is to dominate the 
World Class scene. That means the unparallelled reputation of 
the Von Erichs has got to be destroyed 


By Richard Countis 


SINGLE SPOTLIGHT folows Jeke 

The Snake" Roberts as he walks 
slowly and deliberately to the ring. The 
crowd in the arena boos, but their hatred 
doesn't bother Roberts. He smiles, twist- 
ing his face into the kind of grin that 
makes it absolutely clear that this man 
cannot, under any circumstances, be 
trusted. 

Roberts, clad in sweat pants rather 
than conventional wresting trunks, walks 
to the ring and caresses the bottom rope. 
As he does so, he tums to the fans at 
ringside, his smile widening, and he 
drinks in their abuse. Suddenly, the broad 
grin transforms into a snari and the mus- 
les above his eyes tense together in a 
tight bundle, Small purple veins in Rob- 
eis’ temples threaten 10 pop through the 
very skin near his ears. All the energy in 
Roberts! body seems to well up into his 
head. His face, flushed with blood, 
deepens several shades in color. 

"What are you screaming at!” Roberts 
barks to one of the ringside spectators. 


‘Look! Pay attention! This is the future of 
World Class wresting!" 

Roberts spits on the fioor, turns away 
from the fans, and—true io his nick 
name—sithers under the bottom rope 
and into the ring. 


F, 


Returning to his feet, Roberts’ face is 
Once again contorted into that sinister 
grin. "Pay attention, everyone!" һе mut- 
ters under his breath, his words barely 
audible even to those in the very fist row. 
"This is this! t's not anything else, this is 
this! And this wil rule the World Class 
area before any of you simpletons realize. 
what's going on." 

The bell rings and Roberts moves out 
against his opponent. Less than 10 min- 
utes later, he has scored yet another pin- 
fall victory. Не has moved up another 
notch in the World Class area ratings 
And he has impressed another packed 
arena full of wrestling fans with his skils, 
his determination, and his desire to go 
straight to the top. 

АКЕ ROBERTS DOES not like to 

grant interviews. 1 considered myself 
lucky when he consented to let me inter- 
view him over the phone. There was one 
stipulation, though. "This interview has a 

(Continued on page 56) 


The cast of characters includes a flashy, talkative NWA World champion, 
a quiet, untroublesome former United States champion, a troublesome 
Texan who'll do anything to get ahead, and an angry Indian who has 
sparked a controversy wrestling fans may never forget. In this exclusive 
feature, Wrestling 84 presents the Mid-Atlantic "superfeud" from four 
unique perspectives 


By Ric Flair By Tully Blanchard By Wahoo McDaniel By Rick Steamboat 


HIS IS RIC FLAIR, NWA VY QU KNOW HOW | figured JF | HAVE to read one more | ГЭ EMEMBER IN OCTOBER 
Mord heavyweight cham- | Г out that Wahoo McDaniel [ку about how I'm a biter| Гог 1981 | was geting 
Bion, in one of his rare writing | was an important man? | fig- | тал taking my aggressions | ready for a match against ivan 
appearances. The Nature Boy | ured it out when he smartened | out on my friends, 1 think T1 | Коой for the Mid-Atlantic tile? 
is disturbed, so disturbed that | up to what is really going on in | choke. That's why Im glad | was doing a lt of time in the 
he has taken it upon himself to | wresting and the entre world | someone finaly asked me to gym, sweating my guts out al 
St down, pen in hand, lo let | threw set into some kind of a | write about this situation ту. | most every day. | fel good. 
you know what's going down. | tantrum, self Finally, ГИ get a chance to | really ready for Koloff. | knew 1 
You wouldn't think with me | You would think that Wahoo | set the record straigt could match his strength, and 
hopping into my private jet and | McDaniel belonged to the| The first thing | want to say | there was no question that | 
flying all over the world that | | word the way everyone seems | is that my career is just that, | was quicker than he was. 
would have the time to get in- | to think they have something | my career. For a good long| Аз ready as | was, it was 


FLAIR, BLANCHA 
WAHOO, & STEAMBOAT: 


volved in a situation like this | to say about his career. Well I | time I've been trying to do ev- | Wahoo McDaniel who won 
оте here in the Mid-Atlantic | have news for them. Wahoo |erything | сал to please this | that match for me. Sure, | was 
area. You people have to un- | McDaniel is his own тап, | one and that one, and to make | strong and | was quick, but | 
derstand something about me. | probably for the first time in his | sure I'm stil popular with all | was inexperienced, Wahoo 
Minnesota may be my home, | lfe, and 1 for one think i's | the fans. 1 figured that И I| showed me that no matter 
and the world is my oyster, but | great didn't, they wouldn't come out | how ready | was, Koloff's ex- 
the Mic-Attantc is my баве, | Wahoo was а football різу. |to the arenas to watch me | perience and his talent for sip 
daddy. 5 my foundation. And | er, just lke І was. | know the | wrestle, and eventually Га be | ping ilegal tactics by the refe 
when something happens here | reason I got out of football was | out of a job. ee could win it for him. He 
that 1 don't ike, especially | because | wanted the might | Well, | was wrong, because | took me info the ting a few 
when it happens to те, there's | all to myself. 1 didn't want | now they come to the arenas | times before that match and 
nothing | can do but get in on | some concretehanded wide | hoping T'I lose. But | don't| showed me what Koloff could 
it receiver destroying my reputa- | care, because it feels е) do. Wahoo was right, and 
Here's the situation. Read | ton as a quarterback. Wahoo | there’s been a great burden | thanks to his help | won that 
this and think about it Im | left football for the same | lifted off my back. 1 don't have | match 
standing there on television in | reasons. to sign autographs for hours, I| Wahoo and | aren't friends 
front of all the Mid-Atlantic fans | | Wahoo must really feel good | don't have to smile and wave, | anymore. | don't understand 
with my friend Wahoo McDan- | right now, because until just || don't have to do anything || why. He said that Fic and | 
iel. I'm standing there teling | recently he was stil a victim. | don't want to. never did anything for him 
the fans how proud | am to be | He was a victim of ће expec- | 1 would ke to address a few | What were we supposed to 
their champion. I'm pouring | tations of others. “Wahoo, | claims that have been пабе | do? When did he ask? If he 
ту heart out to these people | don't break the rules. That's | against me by my “old| felt sighted because | didnt 
when Tully Blanchard inter- | not nice!” “Wahoo, we We | frends.” First Ric Flair. Flair, | give him a shot at the US. 
Tupis me and starts talking me | that wrester. Don't beat him." | whom 1 practically taught how tiie, he should have gone to 
(Continued on page 48) (Continued on page 48) | (Continued on page 48) | (Continued on page 48) 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 
THE ROAD WARRIORS 


ЗЕ FIRST CARD of NWA-sanctioned wrestling in the 
New York area in the last 20 years was held on May 
29, 1984, in New Jersey's Brendan Byme Arena That 
Card, dubbed "Night Of Champions,” included more 
championship matches than any card m recent memory. 

‘The lineup that night was a galaxy of wrestling super- 
stars: Ric Flair, Rick Steamboat, Dusty Rhodes, Carlos 
Colon, Jimmy Valiant, Tully Blanchard, Stan Hansen, Wa- 
hoo McDaniel, The Great Kabuki 


.. And The Road Warriors. 

On the aftemoon of May 29, Wrestling 845 Bill Apter 
and Craig Peters spent several hours accompanying The 
Road Warriors as they roamed the streets of midtown 
Manhattan, 

“И was the first time that either of them had been to. 
New York,” Apter said, "and I have to admit, I was a 
litte afraid of what might happen. After all, there are a lot 
of crazies in New York, and with the Warriors you never 


Left The Road Warriors emerge trom beneath the earth, having just completed their first ride 
сота New York Су subway. Above: Warrior Hawk purchases the July issue of Inside Wrestling. 
а Steele newsstand. Below: No tancy restaurants or these guys! 


THE PRIVATE SIDE 


iow whats going to Bappen" 

"I feit the same way," Peters agreed. "We spent most 

of the time in and around the Times Square area, and we 

| really didn't have any control over what they were doing. 
We just followed them around town and photographed 
them as they explored the steets. 

“When we started out, they were looking for some- 
‘place to eat breakfast," Peters continued. "They didnt 
like any of the restaurants they saw, and they didn't want 
to eat іп any fast food places. Then we're somewhere 
around Broadway and 47th street, and Animal cnes out: 
"Hey Hawk, look at that" The two of them go over to this 
huge dumpster filled with garbage and rocks and dirt 


and Sart picking out things and stuffing them im their 
‘mouths. Then Hawk spits something into the air, throws 
his elbows back and his chest out, sticks out his tongue, 
and lets out one of his blood-curdling howls, 

“Bnd ГИ tell you something about New Yorkers," Pe- 
ters said, "hardly any of them stopped to watch what was- 
going on. Nothing fazes New Yorkers, not even the sight 
of two Road Warriors eating garbage out of a dumpster!” 

Highlights from the rest of ће day are featured on 
these two pages. The Road Warriors ате truly one of 
wiesting's most unusual tag teams, and we at Wrestling 
84 are happy to be able to offer you this most unusual 
glimpse into their “Private Side. a 


t Coming Irom the streets, the Warriors sympathize with 
. Hawk and Animal double-team a 


The Road Warriors strip off their 
selves at home in the Big Apple. 


YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD MANAGERS 
BE ALLOWED 
AT RINGSIDE? 


ADISON SQUARE GARDEN. 

October 1980. Bob Backlund is 
defending his WWF heavyweight ti- 
tle against Sgt. Slaughter. 

‘The crowd is roaring as a bloody 
Slaughter attacks Backlund over and 
over again. Slaughter is a human ma- 
chine of wanton destruction. He has 
One mission: demolition. He is 
succeeding. 

‘The action takes Slaughter near the 
ropes where Backlund’s manager, 
Amold Skaaland, is watching the 
match. Slaughter goes out to the ring 
apron and kicks Skaaland in the 
head. He collapses from the blow. 

As Skaaland lay on the floor, barely 
conscious of what is happening 
around him, Slaughter proceeds to 
attack Backlund. Drops of blood from 
Slaughter's head fly into the first rows 
of the audience as Slaughter’s body 
shakes with rage. He is moving in for 
the kill 

Maneuvering behind Backlund, 
Slaughter clamps on the cobra 
clutch. The crowd of over 20,000 fans 
in the Garden screams in horror at 
the prospect of Backlund facing 
submission. 

Suddenly, as if out of nowhere, 
Skaaland climbs up to the ring apron 
brandishing a chair. He smashes it 
over Slaughter's head, the sickening 
crack of flesh and bone against metal 
reverberating throughout the arena. 

‘The match is over. Bob Backlund is 


Manager Gary Hart tres to draw the referee's 
attention toward him, which wil allow his wres 
ter in the ring to tit ilegal tactics. Hart has 
also been known to get physcaby involved in 
matches rom time to ne 


disqualified for illegal outside inter- 


ference—a disqualification that would 
not have taken place had Skaaland 
not been allowed at ringside. In- 
deed, it can be argued that the en- 
tire face of WWF wrestling is differ- 
ent today because of Skaaland’s 
interference on that night. 

This incident—and hundreds like it 
over the years—raises the question of 


whether managers should be al- 
lowed at ringside for matches in 
which their men are participating, 
We at Wrestling 84 would like to 
know what our readers think of this 
question. 

The three major arguments on 
each side of the question are pre- 
sented below. Read them carefully, 
then cast your vote in favor of or 
against allowing managers to remain 
at ringside for matches. (A ballot is 
provided on page 59). Results of your 
voting wil be presented in the 
Spring 1985 edition of Wrestling 85. 


MANAGERS SHOULD BE 
ALLOWED AT RINGSIDE 

© Advice. To say that a wrestling 
manager should not be allowed to 
remain at ringside is akin to saying 
that а baseball manager should not 
be allowed to remain in the dugout 
during the game. A manager should 
be available to provide on-the-spot 
match strategies for his wrestler, a 
function that is particularly important 
between falls in а bestofthreefalls 
match. 

Safety. While managers perform 
different duties for different wres- 
ers, in many cases it is the manager 
who has the ultimate responsibility 
for his wrestler's safety and well-be- 
ing. A manager should be allowed to 
remain at ringside, watch out for his 

(Continued on page 59) 
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BEST BET 


NIKITA KOLOFF 
FACTS & FIGURES 

Age: 23 

Hoight: 6/2" 

Weight: 275 

Hometown: Moscow, Russia Giy 
Years As Pro: less than one 


Biggest Match: The first time teaming : 

with his uncle Ivan Koloff vs. The ^t. 
Renegade & Mark Youngblood Е 4 
Immediate Goal: To win the Mid-Atlantic к 

title from Angelo Mosca Jr. x 


Goal: To win the 
NWA World heavyweight title. 
for uncle Ivan and 
Mother Russia 


NOW. ..WHITER 
BRIGHTER TEETH 
IN MINUTES! 


Brush an Fabulous Denta-Wite tor 
‘whiter bnghter teeth Thats now smpi 
and easy itis to turn dull yellowstained 
Teeth inte radiant white teet with Insta- 
w 
Insta-Wite works like magic. Wnitens 
covers up ugly blemishes (coffee, tea 
and smoker stains) and gold filings 
Completely safe and harmless to gums 
teeth and Mage. Used by thousands 
Just pennies а treatment. 
Now Svaltableto you on а spec 
day Iree ral 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Sond to: RUSH IND., Dept. кы9СЕ 
‘Ave. Albertson, NY 17307 
for only S 
З Gottes fo 


Tr Minutes 
GET RID OF BLACKHEADS, 
WHITEHEADS, AND OTHER 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Bam only $336 Spec 


TOO SKINNY? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 
А NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


‘ow gain Ihewergnt you need to develop the 
muscles you want In just 30 days. Turn that 
Scrawny body af kin and bones into a powerlu 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one a day 
Mercuplan tablets along wih outs 
prescribed meals. Dont let poor ea 
"ust isten to what Hercuplan people have to 
Tve never looked so great in my te 
program Гат now proud o 


i$ Results... Hercuplan program 

— — - Money Back Guarante 

| Зета Rush nd. Ine Dept. ВСЕ 
871 Wie Avenue, Albertson NY. 11507 

| Presse send my order today! 

| 

| 


030 азу Regular Strength Program only 36 98 
060 day only $1198.90 day oniy $17 98 
AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH 
D Add $2 0 10 the above prices tor tme Super 
| "Strength program 
| Bam adding 51.50 for express service 
Seem 


Four-Way Street 


(Continued from page 40) 


— — ki Fair 
down. 

Now, in the ring FU fight it out with the 
toughest men in the business. But when 
you're on television, and you're wearing a 
Suit and а tie, that's just not the place to 
start duking it ош. 

Tully Blanchard doesn't feel that way. 
‘And when | tumed my back on his chal- 
lenge, he jumped me. He took advantage 
of my breeding, my sense of fair play 
and my good graces. 

Now picture this, sports fans. I'm laying 
оп the ground aller my face has been 
pounded into the ficor 1 look up and who 
do | see? | see my good friend Wahoo 
McDaniel standing over me just shaking 
his head. | thought to myself, So what's 
the deal here? Good fiend Wahoo 
watched the whole thing and didn't it a 
damn finger. 

So now Wahoo says that he didn't feel 
‘obligated to help me because | never 
gave him a shot a my tie, Everyone 
knows that it's not entirely my decision. 
who gets the tile shots. 

So McDaniel has gotten his title shots 
his way. He got me mad enough to de- 
mand the match. But | don't see the 
Word championship Бей around his 
waist o 


тау Blanchard = 
And the ultimate, of course, “Wahoo, 
help me become a better wrestler so 1 
сап win a tile and not give you a title 
за" 

Ric Flair and Rick Steamboat have to 
be the мо most spoiled brats in wres- 
ting. Imagine all the years of training they 
got from Wahoo McDaniel, free of charge 
| might add. It is because of the talents of 
Wahoo McDaniel that Ric Flair is the 
World heavyweight champion. 

Let's face it. Flair knows that he would 
lose his precious tile to Wahoo, and he's 
smart enough to refuse Wahoo a tite 
match. Steamboat isn't that smart. He 
gave Wahoo а US. Ме match and he 
lost the tle. Now, of course, they ve held 
the lile up to save litle Ricky's pride. 1 
hope Flair, Steamboat, the Mid-Atlantic of- 
ficals, and all of the fans realize now that 
Wahoo McDaniel is no longer а victim of 
their expectations. Wahoo McDaniel is his 
‘own man. 

Wahoo is going to beat Rick Steam- 
boat and get that U.S. tite back, and 
then he's going to beat Ric Flair for the 
NWA title. And Fm confident that when 
he does, he'll tum to his new friend and 
зау, “Tully, Гт giving you a shot.” Нез 
just that kind of guy. o 


— Wahoo Ма 
to wrestle, is crying that 1 didn't help him 
when Tully Blanchard attacked him on 
television. It wasn't my fight. Flair got into 
that one all by himself. When you stand 
there, you have to be ready for the con- 
sequences. Why should | risk getting 
hurt? Another one is litle Ricky Steam- 
boat. The second | said | wanted a shot 
at his US. tile, he was there to sign the 
contract. A pretty honorable act, | 
thought. Steamboat's Ише manipulations 
took place after the match. | pinned his 
shoulders to the mat for the three-count 
So where's the belt? It's held up. | feel 
like Гуе been held up. Robbed. Burglar- 
ized. Okay, Tully Blanchard had some- 
thing to do with Steamboat's weakened 
Condition at the end of the match, but 
when | see a man lying in the middle of 
the ring, my experience says to cover him 
and let the referee count to three, So Im 
being punished for acting on instinct. 
Well, lll tell you this, Г don't trust Flair 
ог Steamboat anymore. The only man | 
trust is myself. And as far as Tully Blan- 
chard is concerned, well, | like him. May- 
be he isn't a saint, but you can at least 
trust him to be honest with you. | have 
enough stab wounds in my back, thanks 
0 my “old friends." О 


Rick Steamboat 
the promoters, or to the NWA. 

1 was stunned when he didn't make 
any attempt to help Ric when Tully Blan- 
chard attacked him. But 1 think the thing 
that disappoints me most is that Wahoo 
has formed some sort of an alliance with 
Blanchard. From the day Tully Blanchard 
сате t0 the Mid-Atlantic, | had him 
pegged as someone who would do any- 
thing to further his career. He wanted a 
shot at the World championship, so he 
Sneakattacked the World champion. Не 
wants а shortcut for everything. He want- 
ed a shortcut to notoriety, and he hitched 
his wagon to Wahoo. 

The first thing | thought of when | 
stepped into the ring to defend my tite 
against Wahoo was that day three years 
ago when he helped me out. Then | 
looked across the ring and saw all those 
years of experience leaning against the 
far tumbuckle. He didn't seem worried. 

Well the title is held up now, thanks to 
Blanchard’ interference. Wahoo has said 
that it was unplanned, but when someone 
runs 10 the ring and hits you over the 
head with a chair and then the guy you're 
wrestling pins you—well, it seems obvi- 
ous to me. Am | being unfair? | don't 
think so. ll get my title back. 


GOLDEN MOMENT 
BETWEEN A ROCK AND A HARD FACE 


‘Throughout the late 
The Olympic Auditorium w 
major wrestling action in 


ny King, and 
championship changed hands that 
Victor Riv he bel 
But the most action-pac! 
evening pitted John Tolos against Roci 
Johnson, with "Mr. Universe" Earl Maynard 
ial referee 


had often wre 
competition 


by grabbing T. 
breaking his neck 
Johnson follow: 
closed-fist smashes to the face (one of 
is pictured here). 
ig collision, Tolos misse 


Tolos with a reverse cradle, bi 
trong legs enabled him 
pin which accid 


Tolos reach 
оша foreign 


he victory. and then used ù 
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Fabulous Freebirds 


(Continued from page 32) 


The actual filming of "Badstreet U.S.A.” took Hayes only one day. But the preparation took months 
‘With The Freebirds in a new area, woulón' his time be better spent concentrating on wresting? 


the same kind of energy that I get when I 
step into the wrestling ring. Hey, being on. 
stage and singing is like a physical workout 
for me. Tm not just standing there, Im 
moving around, jumping, dancing. Anyone 
who doesn't think that's not physically 
demanding ought to try it sometin 
But veteran wrestling announcer Gordon 
Solie, who has followed The Freebirds 
career for years, isn't as certain as Hayes is 
about the plausibility of having a dual career. 
Tm unquestionably considered a purist 
as far as the sport of wrestling is concerned, 
Solie said. “Most of all I admire the young 
men who are able to devote themselves 100 
percent to the sport. Men who immerse 
themselves in training, strategy, and even 
charity work that is connected with the 
sport. Tm talking about young men like 
Brad Armstrong, Billy Jack, Bany 
Windham, Rick Steamboat, and so forth. 
Now Michael Hayes says he can jugsde 
wo careers,” Solie continued. "And for now 
maybe he can. But what if his Badstreet 
USA: song becomes a big hit and he's 
called upon to do an extensive tour with his 
Fantasia band? Then this would have to 
detract from his wrestiing career, no 
questions asked. I don't see how he could 
deny that fact, unless he's simply blinded Бу 
the prospect of becoming a rock star. That 
is, after all, an undeniably glamorous world, 
and Tm sure Michael Hayes would want to 
bea part of that world. But I question. 
whether he's really given a lot of thought to 
what might happen if he's successful" 


‘Two men who undoubtedly have given a 
Jot of thought to the subject are Hayes 
Freebird partners, Terry Gordy and Buddy 

Jack" Roberts. But if they have considered 
the possibility of the team breaking up, 
they're certainly not talking about those 
thoughts very much. 

Hey look, brother, its not like Michael is 
Jocking us out of the deal here, you know. 
what Tm saying?” Terry Gordy said. “Both 
me and Jack were in the ‘Badstreet’ video, 
we both played on the song, and we both 
have a hell of a lot of enthusiasm for 
‘Badstreet But every rock band needs a 
front man. The Stones have Mick Jagger, 
Van Halen has David Lee Roth, and we 
have Michael Hayes! Hey—we're justas 
much a part of all this as Hayes is! 

Buddy Roberts vas equally enthusiastic 

You have to understand that there is a 
natural progression to Freebird Fantastia 
that is only now beginning to take root the 
way it should,” Roberts said philosophically 

Freebird Fantasia is more than a style of 
wrestling, ifs а way oflife, and that way of 
lie is perfectly suited to the rock 'n’ roll 
world, just as it is perfectly suited to the 
professional wrestling world. 

"What's happening with Badstreet" 
Roberts continued, "is that the philosophy 
of Freebird Fantasia is spreading, Its 
natural. It makes sense. And there's nothing 
that anyone in this world can do to stop the 
progression. 

But I question whether Gordy and 
Roberts aren't being blind to a situation that 


IF 


should be alltoo-obsious to them. 

As of press time, The Fabulous Freebirds 
have begun wrestling in the WWF area. 1 
can only assume that there are two reasons 
for this 

Reason number one: Hayes, Gordy, and 
Roberts are tired of wrestling in Texas. 

‘We've already beaten the Von Erichs time 
and time again,” Hayes told me, “and all we 
set are raw deals from the World Class 
Commissioners and officials who continue to 
hold up the six-man title. Who needs that 
nonsense? 

Reason number two: Wrestling in the 
WWF means that the Freebirds’ base of 
operations will be switched from Texas to 
New York, and anyone who wants to get 
anywhere in the rock world has got to 
develop connections with the promotional 
‘machines of the major record companies, 
Virtually all of which are based in New York 
City 

Indeed, when The Freebirds first 
appeared in the WWF, they were 
accompanied to the ring by their new 
manager, Dave Wolff. Wolff manages rock 
superstar Cyndi Lauper, but he has never. 
managed in professional wrestling. Lauper 
as you recall, was involved in a feud with 
Capt. Lou Albano that eventually led to а 
match between Wendi Richter and 
Fabulous Moolah—a match in which 
Richter (managed by Lauper) defeated 
Moolah (managed by Albano) for the World 
Women's title, a title that Moolah held for 
nearly 28 years, 

Now that The Freebinds are hooked up 
with Dave Wolff, the future looks bright for 
their rock 'n’ roll career. But again the 
question arises: How will this affect The 
Fabulous Freebirds as a wrestling tag team? 

Му personal opinion? I believe that tying 
to become a rock star will necessarily take 
away from Hayes’ wrestling abilities. He has 
always been the acknowledged leader of The 
Freebinds, and if he’s on the stage rocking. 
and rolling, he can hardly devote as much 
attention to the team as he did in the past 

It makes common sense to me that any 
man trying to hold down two jobs is going to 
necessarily be devoting only half of his 
capabilities to each job. So while Hayes and. 
"The Freebirds have been excellent wrestlers 
inthe past, they may only be devoting half 
their energy to wrestling in the future. I 
their music career flourishes, their wrestling 
career must suffer. 

For the record, Hayes, Gordy, and 
Roberts are saying that a marriage between. 
rock ni roll and wrestling can be made, and 
that even after the honeymoon is over it can 
still be successful. They feel that they can 
maintain two careers successfully 

Maybe by the time the next issue of this 
magazine goes on sale. we'll know which 
of us is right. O 
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Jake Roberts 


(Continued from page 39) 


Roberts secures a hammerock on popular Мола 
Class star Chris Adams. Roberts sees ite dif 
ity ahead in accomplishing а goal o nàng hs 
mew потоку 

15-minute time limit,” Roberts said. 

With such a short time for an interview, 
1 couldn't waste any time on Small talk. 1 
started off by asking Roberts why he de- 
cided to leave the Georgia area in favor 
of the Word Class area. 

Тт not going to go into the complete 
details of а situation that amounted to 
total conspiracy," Roberts replied. "Like 
Ive told people before when they ask me 
this question: There are times in every 
man’s Ме when he has to walk away 
from a good thing. There may be positive 
aspects to what you're doing at the time, 
a job, say, or a relationship, but ultimately 
you've got to live with yourself, right? 
You've got to be able to sleep well. Sure, 
1 was getting very rich wresting in the 
Georgia area, beating Ronnie Garvin 
Senseless night after night, but it can get 
boring beating the same man all the 
time.” 

| asked Roberts if boredom was the 
oniy reason he left Georgia. 

“Boredom __. and the fact that the 
referees who were officiating my matches 
were obviously biased and incompetent, 
Roberts said. “1 don't need that kind of 
crap. l'm better than that. I have the po- 
tential 10 rue апу wresting area in the 


country, But in Georgia, there was a 

well, everyone uses the word ‘conspiracy 
and reacts very strongly to it, but | sup- 
pose that's the best word for it. A conspir- 
асу against me, against Paul Elering, 
and against The Legion of Doom. A con- 
piracy against keeping us from being as 
Successful as we could have been, and 
as successful as we should have been,” 

So why did Roberts choose to go to 
the World Class area? 

"Look, | sat down and | looked. at 
things logically,” he said, "There were a 
lot of places | could have gone. There 
was а possibilty of going back to Florida 
at one point | could have gone to the 
Mid-Atlantic, you see, | have a lot of 
friends there. But the World Class area 
seemed to be the one area that | could 
conquer and stil expend a minimum of 
effort. Because that's what i's all about, 
isn't if? Success without work. After all, 
you work your fingers to the bone and 
what do you get? Bony fingers, the song 
says, Me? I'm going to the top, and I'm 
cruising all the way." 

! pointed out 10 Roberts that in the 
World Class area, the Von Erichs reign 
supreme, both in wresting skills and in 
the hearts of the fans. 

You believe that crap, 100?" Roberts 
Said laughing. "What a joke! First of al, 
everyone talks about Kerry Von Erich 
Kerry this and Kerry that. You can't pick 
up а damn wresting magazine without 
seeing his ugly face on the cover. Great 
wrestler, right? Lost the World tile damn 
near before he won it! Kevin is just a 
product of hype, and Mike won the World 
Class American tile from Gino 
Hernandez on nothing but a fluke 

"Great trio of kids, right?" Roberts 
laughed. "And these are the three who 
are supposed to rule Texas? Don't make 
me laugh. И have litle Mikey's title be- 
fore he figures out how to strap the belt 
around his skinny litle waist. And their 
friend Chris Adams? Pathetic! IL makes 
me laugh, because they call it the "World 
Class’ area. 

"Look, before 1984 is out, I'l teach the 
Von Erichs the meaning of world class," 
Roberts said. “World class. Adjective. De- 
scriptive term meaning that an individual 
is capable of standing with the very, very 
best in the entire world, World class wres- 
lier. Jake Roberts. And that, my friend, is 
the meaning of world class." 

АКЕ ROBERTS REBOUNDS off the 

opes and slides feet-irst through the 
legs of his opponent. He maneuvers his 
arms and trips his man up, sending him 


| 
| 
| 


The Snake displays his enormous иене abilty 
by leaping over the charging Sweet Brown Sugar, 
Roberts knows that the Von Erich brothers are his 
пех big leap. 


sprawling face-frst to the canvas. 

Roberts scrambles around and catches 
his opponent іп a variation of the ham- 
meriock. As his foe cries out in agony, 
Roberts grins out to the crowd, sweat 
dripping profusely from his hair and face. 

"What do you think now?" Roberts 
screams, "What do you think of this file 
weasel. A great wrestler, right? Look at 
your great wrestler now” 

Roberts scrambles to his feet, dragging 
his opponent with him. Setting up his foe 
as if he might send him into the air with a 
screaming suplex, Roberts instead sends 
his opponent's head crashing into the 
mat п a maneuver Robens cals the 
DOT. 

WHAM! The thundering sound of a 
man's head crashing into a wrestling mat 
shocks the fans in the packed arena 
Roberts turns his limp and lifeless oppo- 
ment on his back and scores an easy 
pinfall. Almost 100 easy. 

"The Snake" sithers out of the ring 
under the bottom rope and tums to the 
crowd. 

"This is it, people, this is the future of 
wrestling in the World Class area,” he 
says. "Look at it. Realize it. And appreci- 
ale it, because what you see is what you 
get. Jake "The Snake—the closest thing 
(о wold class that you ever see in your 
pitiful litle ives!” 
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e The "Night OF Champions" 
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Crossfire 


(Continued from page 18) 


partner, Tony Torres, es injured outside the ropes, 


BA: When you were a fan favorite, 
you never reached the heights of 
popularity that Tommy enjoys. I think 
you're jealous of his charisma 

KKB: Jealous of that loser? Give me 
a break. A bunch of stupid fans 
Couldn't see that I'm a far better 
wrestler. So what. I have the re- 
spect of my manager and col- 
leagues. Rich has the respect of 
morons. 

D$: Since prolonged discussion of 
Tommy Rich has proven to cause 
hives, let's change the subject. What 
does the future hold for King Kong 
Bundy? 

KKB: With Jimmy Hart guiding me, 
there isn't any limit. I figure ГИ be 
NWA champion within a year. And 
T'm not at liberty to reveal exactly 
how it's going to be done, but with- 
in another two years ГИ be the sole 
heavyweight wrestling champion, 
BA: Every wrestler dreams of that, 
but it never comes to pass. Don't you 
think you're asking a lot of us to ac- 
cept your “secret” plan? 

KKB: What makes you think I care 
if you believe me or not? Look, I've 
come a long way from being a guy 
who cares what the public thinks. 
DS: That really comes to the crux of 
the whole situation. You've changed 
your tactics and friends this year like 
most other men change clothes. Now 
your current manager and friends 
know this. What makes you think 
they would trust you? Don't you think 
theyre afraid you may turn back to 
being a fan favorite, thereby betray- 
ing them? 


‘KKB: First, nobody fully trusts any- 


King Kong Bundy covers John King to win a handicap match in Memphis! Mid-South Coliseum. King's 


body else in this business, that’s the 
first thing you have to remember. 
Second, you don't have to trust any- 
body, because there isn't a wrestler 
in the world who's selfless. We're 
all out for number one. I'l help you 
if it helps me. If it doesn’t help me, 
you're on your own. For instance, 
the main reason I helped Rude 
make a quick getaway was because 
I wanted to stick it to Lawler. Get 
it-I wasn't helping Rude, I was 
hurting Lawler. Look, Jimmy Hart 
helps me because it helps him. The 
moment I stop helping him, he'll 
drop me like a bad habit. 

BA: I've heard many wrestlers dis- 
agree with that philosophy. 

KKB: You've heard many wrestlers 
lie. It sounds good when punks like 
Rich babble about being friends 
most of all, but that’s а crock—and 
even he must know it. When I was 
supposed to be his friend, I never 
saw Rich or any of those other holi- 
erthan-thou guys stick out their 
necks for the betterment of man- 
kind. They did it for themselves and 
that's it. They're just not as honest 
about things as I am. 

DS: Acknowledging that, doesn't 
your епанс behavior in the last year 
make you even Jess—I don't mean to 
use the word tustworthy—make you 
any less dependable than even most 
other wrestlers? 

KKB: If you're asking if other wres- 
Hers trust me less than most, the 
answer is yes. If you're asking if 
that bothers me, the answer is no. 
I'm doing the best I can for me— 
and that's all that counts. 


man, and throw in the towel if neces- 
sary. Such was the case when Arnold. 
Skaaland threw in the towel for an 
injured Bob Backlund when The Iron 
Sheik won the WWF title. 

9 Control. In some cases, a man- 
ager is necessary to maintain control 
over his wrestler. Such competitors 
as The Great Kabuki, Kamala, 
George "The Animal" Steele, or The 
Missing Link, might wreak havoc in 
an arena if not kept under strict guid- 
ance and contol. 


You Decide 


(Continued from page 45) 


MANAGERS SHOULD NOT BE 
ALLOWED AT RINGSIDE 
Interference. As in the example 
provided at the beginning of this col- 
umn, the temptation for managers to 
interfere is far too great to allow 
them to remain at ringside. Interfer- 
ence on the part of a manager could 
alter the outcomes of important 
matches, and possibly affect whether 
a major title changes hands or not. 
‘Distraction. A managers pres- 
ence at ringside could be detrimen- 


NO! THE ROAD WARRIORS SHOULD NOT BE BANNED! 


The cover story of the Fall 1984 issue of Wrestling 84 asked you to cast your 
vote on the following question: Should The Road Warriors be banned? 

By а margin òf nearly two to one, fans rejected the notion of a ban on the 
Wantors. Final tabulations saw 64 percent of the voters maintaining that 
Hawk and Animal should not be banned, with 353 percent saying that Hawk 
and Animal should have been banned already! 

Ms. Kathy Konetzka of Burton, Michigan, spoke for the majority when she 
made the following comments: 

Right now The Road Warriors are at the center of the controversy, but the 
decision to start banning wrestlers from competition would have far-reaching 
effects that could eventually spell doom for the entire sport. 

There are a lot of things to consider before embarking on a path such as. 
this. For instance, what exactly is the criteria for "ring" a wrestler? Does the 
fact that we don't like the way a particular wrestler dresses, or that he may | 
have a terrible attitude, give us the right to say he can't wrestle anymore? Isn't 
that censorship? Who's going to make those decisions? How will we decide if| 
they're qualified to do so? 

I strongly urge Bob Geigel and the NWA to give much thought to the 
severe consequences that will accompany a wrong decision. Whether you 
like The Road Warriors, or agree with their tactics, is really immaterial. 

The issue at hand is their right as professional athletes to practice their стай. 
A craft at which they are chillingly effective. 

Lisa Melton of Hammond, Louisiana, was quite direct in her comment as she 
came out in favor of a ban: 

Jf you want my opinion about the whole thing, The Road Warriors should 
have been banned a long time ago. They need to be somewhere like a circus 
or a motorcycle gang, not in professional wrestling. 

The final results of the Fall 1984 “You Decide" poll, along with excerpts 
from many of your comments that were included with your votes, have been 
forwarded to NWA President Bob Geigel 


Jim Comet had every intention of attacking 
‘Stagger Lee—untl Stagger Lee tumed around and. 
met the manager face to face 


tal in that he would be tempted not 
only to physically interfere in the 
match, but to distract the referee and 
allow his man to claim an unfair ad- 
vantage. This activity has often been 
seen in tag team matches, in which a 
manager will distract the referee to 
allow doubleteaming of a member 
of the opposing tag team, 
elncitement. A managers pres- 
ence at ringside acts as an incite- 
ment to the fans at ringside, Often 
arguments will break out between a 
manager and the ringside spectators, 
arguments that have no place in an 
arena during a wrestling match. In 
extreme cases, a managers pres- 
ence at ringside has been an incite- 
ment to the fans to riot. o 


Mail ballot to:You Decide/ Wrestling 84 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, New York 11571 


() YES! Managers should be allowed to remain at ringside 
() NO! Managers should not be allowed to stay at ringside 


Name: = 


Age: 


Address: 


City: 
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INFOCENTER 


= Who did The Fabulous Moo- 
alah defeat to win the Wom- 
en's World championship belt that 
she recently lost to Wendi Richter?— 
Stephen Caruso, Columbia, MD 
Moolah won the tile on Sep- 
tember 18, 1956, in а l0-wres- 
ler tournament, held after June Byers 
was stripped of the crown. Byers was 
stripped of the title because she had 
refused to wrestle Moolah. Moolah 
won five matches without a loss on 
her way to the toumament final, 
where she defeated Judy Grable in 
14 minutes to win the World Wom- 
en's championship. 

Thave read that Tommy Rich 

was once NWA World heavy- 
weight champion. Who did he win it 
from, how long did he hold the title, 
and who did he lose it to?—Sondra 
Ward, Broken Bow, OK 
Who was the youngest man 
ever to hold the NWA World 
heavyweight tile, Tommy Rich or 
Keny Von Erich?—Buddy Pickard, 
Golden City, MO. 
Rich won the title on April 27, 
1961, in Augusta, Georgia, 
and lost it four days later on May 1 in 
Gainsville, Georgia. His opponent in 
both matches was Harley Race. Tom- 
my, bom July 29, 1956, was 24 years, 
eight months, and 28 days old when 
he won the tide. Von Erich, bom 
February 3, 1960, was 24 years, three 
months, and three days old when he 
won the title from Ric Flair on May 6, 
1984. Neither of these men were the 
youngest to ever win the NWA tite. 
Sixtime champion Lou Thesz, bom 
April 24, 1916, was 21 years, eight 
months, 13 days old when he won 
the title from Everett Marshall on De- 
cember 29, 1937. 
Tm a very big fan of the Von 
Erichs, and ГА like to know if 
there's а Von Erich fan club?—Lore 
Reagh, Stonewall OK 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How ahout а technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 84's research department will provide the 

‘answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


= Yes, there is a Von Erich fan 

club. For more information, 
send a selfaddressed stamped enve- 
lope to: Von Erich Fan Club, РО. 
Box 147, Dallas, Texas, 75221. This 
office has also received a number of 
inquiries about the record "Heaven 
Needed A Champion." dedicated to 
David Von Erich. For more informa- 
tion on the record, send a selfad- 
dressed stamped envelope to; Tem- 
ple Baptist Church, 1010 Bellaire 
Blvd, Lewisville, Texas, 75067. 

= What ever happened to the 
Global tag team champion- 
ship based in Florida?—Marsha Grif- 
fn, Dallas, PA 
po зе wes reied 

a by the commissioners of Flori- 
da wrestling in October 1983, when 
the reigning ^ champions-The 
Zambuie Express, Elijah Akeem and 
Kareem Muhammad—won a touma- 
ment in New Mexico for the US. tag 
team tile. Florida wrestling officials 
voted to recognize the US. champi- 
onship, and the Global title fell into 
disuse. 

= Ною many times has the 

= NWA World heavyweight ti- 
tle Changed hands in Japan?—Joey 
Nichols, Coney Island, NY 

This happened seven times. 

= The first instance occurred on 
December 2, 1974. Shohei Baba de- 
feated Jack Brisco for the tile in 
Kagoshimi, Japan, and lost it back to 
Brisco on December 9, in Tokyo. 
Baba won the title again, this time 
from Harley Race, in Nagoya on Oc- 
tober 31, 1979, and then lost it back 
to Race in Amagaseki on November 
7. Baba took the title for a third time, 
again from Race, on September 4, 
1980, in Saga, and then lost the tide 
back to Race on September 10 in 
Otsu. Finally, this past May 24, Ric 
Flair regained the title from Keny 
Von Erich in Yokosuka City. 
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ONLY $10.00 EACH, 
The Official T-Shirt 
Hawk's and Animal's 
faces complete with 
red tongues. A quality 


50% cotton 50% 
polyester shirt. 


GET IT! 


= Clip or Copy mm m m 


V send cash, check or money order to: 


R. W. Productions 
Р.О. BOX 22283 
MPLS, MN 55422 


Make checks payable to 
R. W. Productions 


I 

П L| 
П L| 
П 1 
П 1 
П 1 
qp 12 Adult Double Extra Large d 
0 12 Adult Extra Large 1 
П Adult Large I 
1 Adult Medium. [| 
p О Adut Smali 1 
I Please indicate in box 1 
р чыту of each desired р 
1 Print Cleary Please 1 
[| 

r L| 
L 1 
I I 


NAME 


= aera 


p E 


Please allow 1-4 weeks tor delivery. ff 
US. Funds oniy. Do not send coins 
Hotter good in U.S. and Canada Oniy! Ш 
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RATINGS 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag Teams are based on 
‘won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the mimber one positions 
‘being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
‘category as of press time. 


TOPIO 


6—KERRY VON ERICH 
251, Denton, TX 
7—WAHOO McDANIEL 
200 Midland, ТХ 
8—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas Cty, MO. 
9—BARRY WINDHAM 
230, Sweetwater, TX 
10—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeako, VA 


1-RICFLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, ММ 
2—RICK MARTEL 

236, Quebec City, Quebec 
3—ANDRE THE GIANT 

497, Gronoble, France 
4—HULK HOGAN 

305, Venice Beach, CA 
5—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, ТХ 


TAG TEAMS 
1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
AWA Word tag team champions 
2—IVAN KOLOFF & DON KERNODLE 
NWA Work tag team champions 
3—STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 
No. T contenders for AWA tag team ie 
4—DICK MURDOCH & ADRIAN ADONIS. 
WWF tag team champions 
5—CHAVO & HECTOR GUERRERO 
US. tag team champions. 
6—ICEMAN PARSONS & BUCK ZUMHOFE 
World Class American tag team champions. 
7—DENNIS CONDREY & BOBBY EATON 
Mid-South tag team champions 
8—RONNIE GARVIN & JERRY OATES 
National tag team champions 
9—RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
Mi-Southem tag team champions 
10—TOMMY ROGERS & BOBBY FULTON 
No. 1 contenders for Mid South tag team thie 


NWA 

World Champion: RIC FLAIR. 2:3 Monespots, MN 
1—WAHOO McDANIEL. 6—SCOTT McGHEE 

260, Midland, TX 220, Shipley, England 
2—TED DIBIASE 7—ANGELO MOSCA JR. 

247, Omaha, NE 234, Caledoa, Ontario 
3—HARLEY RACE 8—MIKE VON ERICH 

253, Kansas Cty, MO 220, Denton, TX 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 9—1IM NEIDHARDT 

257, Denton, TX 248, Calgary, Alberta 
5—DUSTY RHODES 10—CARLOS COLON 

302, Austin, TX 238, Santa Isabel, Puerto Rico. 


AWA 
World Champion: RICK MARTEL 235, Quebec Cty, Quebec 

1—NICK BOCKWINKEL 6—BRUISER BRODY 

245, Bevorly Hils, CA 311, Albuquerque, NM 
2—MR. SATO ТИМ BRUNZELL 

247, Osaka, Japan 225, Minneapols, MN 
3—TONY ATLAS 8—GREG GAGNE 

247, Roanoke, VA 2220, Robinsdale, MN 
4—1UMBO TSURUTA 9—BRAD RHEINGANS. 

240, Tokyo, Japan 248, Appleton, MN. 
5—BILLY ROBINSON 10—CURT HENNIG 

246, Manchester, England 235, Robinsdale, MN 


WWF 
Champion: HULK HOGAN 305, Venice Beach, СА 

1—TITO SANTANA 

245, Mission, TX. 
2— GREG VALENTINE. 

243, Saati, WA 
3—JOHN STUDD 

364; Los Angeles, СА 
4—BOB BACKLUND 

242, Princeton, MN. 
5—$GT. SLAUGHTER 

310, Paris Island, SC 


6-666 
265, parts unknown 
7—IERRY OATES 
247, Columbus, GA 
8—OLE ANDERSON 
256, Minneapolis, MN 
9—ITALIAN STALLION 
225, Rome, haly 


1—TED DIBIASE 
247, Omaha, NE 
2—RONNIE GARVIN 
231, Montreal, Quebec 
3—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
223, Maret, GA 
4—MR. WRESTLING It 
232, Atlanta, GA 
5—TIM HORNER 10—STEVE TRAVIS 
235, Morriston, TN 247, Chariottesvile, VA 


1—MIKE VON ERICH 


3—KERRY VON ERICH 
251, Denton, TX 
4—KEVIN VON ERICH 
254, Denton, TX 
5—KILLER KHAN 
312. Mongolia 


MID-ATLANTIC 


1—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
2—ANGELO MOSCA JR. 
234. Caledou, Ontario 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238. Honolulu, HI 
4—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
‘S—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 


6—IIMMY VALIANT 
251, Now York, МУ. 
7—BARRY WINDHAM 
230, Sweetwater, TX 
8—BUZZ SAWYER 
240, St Petersburg, FL 
‘9—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 
10—NIKITA KOLOFF 
285, Moscow, Russia 
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RATINGS 


For period ended August 25, 1984 


FLORIDA MID-SOUTH 
1—JIM NEIDHARDT 6—KEVIN SULLIVAN 1—MAGNUM T.A. 6—TED DIBIASE 
246, Calgary, Abona 235, Boston, МА 245, Chesapeake, VA 247, Omaha, NE 
2—SCOTT McGHEE 7—DORY FUNK JR. 2—BUTCH REED 7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
220, Shipley, Engar 244, Amano, TX 249, Kansas Ciy, MO 290, New York, NY 
3—BILLY JACK 8—MIKE DAVIS 3—TERRY TAYLOR. 8—ERNIE LADD 
245, Portand, OR 282, Atta, GA 219, Vero Beach, FL 354 Houston, TX 
4—PEZ WHATLEY 9—THE TEXAS OUTLAW 4—STEVE WILLIAMS. 9—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
238, El Paso, TX 235 Amano. TX 295. Tua, OK 225 Winter Haven, FL 
5—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 10—THE SAINT 5—HERCULES HERNANDEZ — 10—SONNY KING 
280. Paradise Valo, AZ 242, Caracas. Venezuni 275, Tampa. FL 256, Dott MI 
MID-SOUTHERN NORTHWEST 
1—TOMMY RICH 6—RANDY SAVAGE 1—RIP OLIVER. 6—TOM PRITCHARD 
298, Henderson, TN 205 Sarasota, А. 5 Tampa. FL 220 Houston, TX 
2—KING KONG BUNDY 7—LANNY POFFO 2—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 7—MR. EBONY 
420, alate Ciy. NJ 228, Sarasota, FL 245, Minneapolis, MN 240 parts unknown 
3—JERRY LAWLER 8-MASAO ITO. 3- BRETT SAWYER 8—MIKE MILLER 
234, Memphis, TN 247, Osaka, Japan 242. St Petersburg FL 260, Memphis. TN 
4—EDDIE GILBERT 9_MID-SOUTHERN SPOILER | 4—МАТТ BORNE 9-RON POPE 
222 Lexington, TN 240 pars unknown 240, Miwauiie. OR 265, Ата 
5—RICK RUDE 10—PHIL HICKERSON 5—KEVINKELLY 10—DOUG SOMERS 
233, Robinsdale, MN 290, Jackson. TN 265, Holywood, CA 244, Minneapolis МУ 
MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 
1—DUSTY RHODES 6—KERRY VON ERICH 1—KEVIN SULLIVAN 6—RODDY PIPER 
302 Austin, ТХ 251, Denton. TX 235, Boston, MA 231, Scoland 
2—ANDRE THE GIANT 7-BILLY JACK 2-BRUISER BRODY 7—GINO HERNANDEZ 
497, Grenoble, France 245, Portland, OR. 311, Albuquerque, NM. 224, Houston, ТХ 
JIMMY VALIANT 3—BARRY WINDHAM 3 WAHOO MeDANIEL 8—TED DIBIASE 
251, New Yo, NY 290, Sweetwater, ТХ 280, Мавпа, TX 247, Omaha, NE 
4—RICK MARTEL 9—SGT. SLAUGHTER 4—TULLY BLANCHARD 9—KING KONG BUNDY 
296, Quebec Cy, Quebec 310. Paris sand, SC 235, San Antonio. TX 420, Atlantic Cy NJ 
5—HULK HOGAN 10—RICK STEAMBOAT 5—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 10—5TEVE WILLIAMS 
238, Hono, HI 360. Susan 295, Tulsa. OK 
A method to it 
‘There might be some confusion as f 
to why Dusty Rhodes is only ranked 
number five in the NWA rat ifhe 
is also ranked number five in the more 
select Top 10 ratings. Be sure that 
there isa method to our madness. 
Rhodes’ Top 10 rating is based on 
performance, quality of opposition, 
and inherent skill. His NWA rating, = 
however, depends on a number of Dusty Rhodes takes on NWA World champion Ric Flair 
variables. In following with NWA, y : 
policy, the U.S. champion is rated first, exemplary performance, one or two Rhodes' NWA ranking isa tribute. 
followed by (in no specific order) the ‘wild card” wrestlers who do not to his recent achievements. Rhodes, 
Missouri State champion, the National hold titles but who, in the opinionof who does not hold a title, ranks higher 
champ, the WWC Universal the NWA ratings committee andthe ал five regional champions, а 
champion, a number of other regional editorial staff of Wrestling 84, deserve testament to a month of outstanding 
tileholders, and depending on the ranking. Performance. 
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World tag team champions. 


rmer Nation ions, managed by Precious 
Paul Ellering, defeated Crusher and Baron Von Raschke at the 
Showboat Sports Arena on iem 25 in Las Vegas, Nevada, to 
win the title. "Now that all that NWA ban garbage is behind 
us, we can plow forward into the 1980s, the decade of Road 
Warrior oominance,'" Ellering said. "This first World title is 
just the beginning. Now the so-called experts will not be able 
to avoid crediting Animal and Hawk with the praise they 
deserve. They are the greatest tag team in wrestling history. 
The Warriors serve up an entire smorgasbord of violence, and I 
dare any two men in the world to eat at that table." Crusher 
and Von Raschke are expected to receive a return match. An | 
expected challenge by Steve Keirn and Stan Lane, ‘the Fabulous 
Ones," will be delayea due to a neck injury Keirn suffered in 
an attack by Nick Bockwinkel and Mr. Saito. A full report on 
the Warriors' victory can be found in the January 1985 issue 
ot Wr lustrated magazine, on sale October 23. 


Eri as the number one 
contender for the iss m Championship, currently 
held by his younger brother Nike. '"'If it was anyone else— 
Iceman Parsons or Chris Adams or Jules Strongbow-I wouldn't 
think twice about it," Kevin told Wrestlin "In fact, a 
match against another scientific wrestler would be refreshing. 
But not my brother. Never.'' With Kevin dropped from the top 
challenger's spot, former champion Gino Hernandez becomes the 
number one contender for the 20-year-old champion's title. 
Other top contenóers include Jake "The Snake'' Roberts апа The 
Missing Link. 


Ec t pions Mike Rotunao and Barry Wincham 
have Ses SES E i not be teaming in the Mia- 
Atlantic area. The two wrestlers, who until recently had 
appeared in the state of Florida, said that their decisions to 
move to the Mid-Atlantic region were пабе inóependently of 
each other. ''I'm here because I want Ric Flair,'' Rotundo said. 
‘I didn't tind out Barry's plans until I called promoter Jim 
Crockett. He tola me that Barry was gonna be up here, too." 
Each man said he would be willing to wrestle the other if NWA 
Officials ordered an elimination match, or if one of the 
former partners takes Flair's World title. 


Jim Cornette has accused the officials ot Mid-South Wrestling 
nd a group of wresters competing in the area of attempting to 
blacklist him. "They're all sed to have me bannea from 
wrestling, all of them, and this whole thing is being 
orchestrated by Bill Watts,'' Cornette charged. "Ever since I 
told Watts and the world exactly what I thought about him, 
he's been trying to have me silenced, and he thinks that if he 
threatens me with a ban, I'll shut up. No one shuts up a 
Cornette. Watts, you haven't heard the last of me!" 
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